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out & about maritimes ... 


LIONS AND TIGERS AND 
BEARS—OH, MY! 


Just don’t forget the aggressosexual rams 
or lesbian guinea pigs—they’re the most 
fun of all in Mother Nature’s grand 
scheme. 


= out & about winnipeg ........15 = HOME, HOME ON THE 
: RANGE; WHERE THE QUEER 


outpost winnipeg...........16 ANDTHE ANTELOPE.. 


Some people leave their heart in San Francisco, 
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proud—enough to call Regina home. 
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TAKING THEIR TOLL 


Major gay events are a wonderful depar- 


dont you wish ......:.::... 24 


ture from day-to-day life, but they do come 
horoscope ee) at a price. Outlooks chats with a pair of 
Toronto’s most high-profile party people to 


find out what’s involved when we pay to 
play. 
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40 GET INTO THEIR GROOVES 


Chris Craddock’s new play, currently touring 
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western Canadian Fringe Festivals, takes us into 
the world of boy bands— including (gasp!) man- [| 
to-man action. 
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Cover: Summer’s finally afloat 
Cover model Kevin shot on location at Calgary’s 
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 


The marriage equation 


By David Crosson 


For the past sixteen years, | have been 
involved in the floral industry; part-time to 
help keep my sanity while occupied with 
more demanding writing tasks, and full-time 
when | chose to “lighten the load” and only 
work on the occasional freelance or 
personal project. Regardless of my level of 
involvement, my contact with flowers and 
the like has always been a source of great 
contentment. Over the years, one of the 
areas that developed as a favourite was 
wedding work. Not only did it offer inter- 
esting logistical challenges, it proved to be 
_ quite lucrative as well. In the past decade of 
specializing in this area, | have met hundreds 
of brides—and even more of their gay best 
friends who either stepped in to act as a 
tasteful sounding board for ideas and inspira- 
| tions or to serve as “back-up” in the 
inevitable battle of wills with domineering 
mothers/grandmothers/aunts/sisters. 


| thought of these best friends—and 
others, of course—when Prime Minister 
Chretien made the announcement that his 
federal government would not try to block 
the development of same-sex marriage. True, 
the amendment to our constitutional defini- 
tion of marriage still must withstand an open 
vote in Parliament in the fall, but at least at 
this point in time, it appears a substantial 
number of our elected officials have their 
hearts in the right place. | must admit, 
however, that | am both eagerly anticipating 
and dreading the prospect of gay marriage, as 
it often seemed that some of my brides’ gay 
best friends were even more wound up about 
things going smoothly than they were when 
the big day arrived! 
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Last month, as we were preparing to send 
the July issue off to our printer, the prime 
minister made his announcement, confirming 
what Justice Minister Martin Cauchon had 
already hinted at. As was the case with our 
“emergency” Goliath’s cover in January, we 
decided that we would have to scramble to 
acknowledge this very exciting development 
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in both current events and equal rights. Within thirty-six hours, models, tuxedoes, flags, 
photographer and studio were booked and we were set to re-shoot the cover. | even 
stayed up the night before dyeing a traditional judge’s wig pink in order to give our 
enigmatic official in the foreground (yes, that “poodle-thing” was a judge) a certain camp 
twist. Re-shot and swapped in the “zero hour” of our production cycle, the cover hit the 
streets on time, just as we had hoped. And the reaction was interesting, to say the least. 


One of the most common questions posed to me and my co-workers was “Why are 
the models in the photo so young?”. The answer to that question is simple: despite being 
known (and sometimes criticized) for having younger cover models, we had also gathered 
rather quickly, in the period of time between announcement and photo shoot, that the 
prospect of gay marriage was most exciting—and enticing—to younger members of the 
community. When we spoke to the many older, long-term couples whose acquaintance 
we had made over the years, their reactions were uniform, almost to the letter: we don’t 
think we need to get married. Not “want to” but need to. Overall, those with whom we 
consulted had found a comfortable and legitimate level of togetherness on their own 
without recognition of church or state, either because they previously did not have any 
other choice or because they didn’t feel the need for some outsider to approve their love 
as “valid”. They had already established, and grown accustomed to, the niche they had 
found within the system as it stood. Certainly, some had already gone the commitment 
ceremony route as a means of clinching the deal, but even they acknowledged that such 
a gesture did not alter their commitment to one another or the depth of their love. 
Fantastic. And fair enough. After all, these matters are all about choices, just like the 
federal government has given churches the right to choose whether or not they want to 
observe or perform same-sex marriages. 


On the other hand, the younger people we spoke with were ecstatic at news of the 
ruling. For them, this was just another step (albeit a big one) in a move towards equality 
they had been observing over the course of their lives. One person | chatted with said 
that he knew of certain human rights milestones for gays and lesbians even before he 
knew he was gay—and that knowing this helped him feel like more of a “real” person 
when the time came for him to “let go and come out”. 


Some may argue the point, but | think that acknowledgment of equality is the first step 
in accepting equality, either for you or for others, whomever they may be. We live in a 
country where Queer As Folk airs before midnight on Tier 2 cable, where the Canadian 
Radio and Television Commission actually mandated granting a broadcast license to a 
GLBT network at the behest of Heritage Canada. We are living in a remarkable era, one 
that will stand in history as one of great change and enlightenment. It seems odd, now, 
to look back and realize that homosexuality was only decriminalized in 1967—but, hey, 
that was another century altogether... Will people thirty-six years from now look back 
and say “Wow, there wasn’t gay marriage until 2003”? Perhaps even in 2039 the rest of 
the country will be scratching their heads and wondering why the province of Alberta is 
still digging in its heels on this particular issue, draining the tar stands to pay for case after 
case of frivolous lawsuits! For everyone’s sake, | hope not. 


| know that scenario might seem a bit ridiculous, but we all know that it ain’t over ‘til 
the fat lady sings—or the homos are allowed to get married. Even on a national scale, 
this issue will not be a “done deal” until it survives an open vote in the House of 
Commons. And don’t think that this will be a cakewalk; already the right-wing forces have 
begun to lobby the politicians in their pockets to take a contrary stand. Just recently, 
David Mainse, the founder and longtime host of the religious TV program /00 Huntley 
Street, turned hosting duties over to his equally ignorant son so he'd be free to campaign 
vigorously against same-sex marriage. This is not a development to be taken lightly, and 
it is only one of many sure to come. 


Just look at the many incredible victories we as a community have celebrated in even 
just the past five years—if we think things are moving quickly from our own perspective, 
just imagine how “horrifying” all this would be were you a fundamentalist or born-again 
Christian. And therein lies the biggest challenge: the proven ability of the ignorant to 
organize themselves and motivate others (including politicians) in order to achieve their 
goals and quash ours. 


The next few months are going to be interesting ones, even though the issue of same- 
sex marriage has all but faded from the headlines. As diverse and fractured as we may 
sometimes be, as a community, minority, subculture or percentage-qualified segment of 
the population, it is our responsibility to keep this matter in the forefront, for ourselves 
and for those who support us. If members of the religious and political right are lobbying 
then we must lobby that much harder. Though statistically they are a demographic that 
does not usually exercise the right to vote, it is essential that younger members of the 
community remember they must play an active role in the process if they want to enjoy 
the reward. And, if any of you out there has helped steer a bride away from peach chiffon 
or pink carnations in the past, you have every right to call in the favour and let her know 
that you need her help—not to mention that of her husband, family and friends. The only 
way gay Canada is going to win this final frontier of relationship equality is in concert with 
those progressive Canadians who refuse to live in the Dark Ages. Vv 


PUBLISHER’S COLUMN 


Poolside politics 


By Roy Heale 


Heading south of the border immediately following Prime Minister 
Chretien’s announcement that he would re-write the federal marriage 
law of Canada to include same-sex couples proved to be an inter- 
esting experience. At the Calgary airport, a U.S. immigration officer 
looked at me suspiciously when | answered a seemingly 
innocent question with the reply that | was travelling alone to 
Key West. His follow-up question surprised me when he 
asked if | was meeting someone there. Then he completely 
lost his sense of humour when | replied“! hope so!” This initi- 
ated a lengthy inquiry as to why | visited the States so often 
and his questions continued, probing for the real reason why 
| was heading to Florida’s gay mecca alone. His computer 
seemed to possess some hidden truth that | was not 
responding to. After an extended grilling, he eventually 
stamped my passport and wished me a pleasant trip. As | 
made my way through customs and on to the departure 
lounge, | couldn’t help but wonder what kind of reception a 
recently married same-sex couple would receive when they 
explained they were on a honeymoon. Perhaps they would be 
divorced by immigration officials as they crossed that painted 
white line together, instead of one at a time as is demanded for 
“non-family members”. 


Lounging poolside at Island House Resort also proved to be almost as educational as the 
immigration officer’s attitude. Just prior to my arrival, the U.S. courts had declared the 
antiquated sodomy laws unconstitutional and the remaining dozen or so states that actually still 
enforced these laws were instructed to repeal them. My newfound friends were ecstatic that 
they could behave in privacy any way they wanted without being arrested; this was great cause 
for their celebration of a human rights victory and a major step forward. Even more remark- 
able to them was our advanced state of equality in Canada. As we discussed same-sex 
parenting, adoption, workplace benefits, health care benefits and inheritance laws, their own 
recent victory seemed to pale in comparison to the reality of actual gay marriage recognition. 


| was barraged with questions:““How long you have to wait for a marriage license?” “Do you 
have to be a citizen to obtain one?” “Who conducts the wedding ceremony?” “Is Banff a good 
place for a honeymoon?” “Will we automatically be divorced when we cross the border coming 
home to the States?” These were just the tip of the iceberg—there were many more fasci- 
nated and fascinating inquiries. It was abundantly clear that Canada’s new nickname could well 
become Nevada North and that a tourism boom is just around the corner. There were 
moments when | felt so proud to be a gay Canadian, but equally ashamed to be an Albertan 
when | explained that our province was the only place in Canada where gay marriage would 
require yet another fight for equal rights. This time it would be a fight so that all Canadians 
could enjoy the same rights and freedoms in every part of our vast country, not just “select” 
areas. 


Upon my return home, | was surprised to find that the draught of the new marriage act was 
already completed and on its way to the Supreme Court of Canada for a reference. The 
government is asking the high courts to vet the bill through this process to give a non-binding 
legal opinion on the bill’s constitutionality. It’s amazing how, when you least expect it, the wheels 
of government can turn very fast indeed, and progress can sometimes be swifter than expected. 


However, back in Alberta, Justice Minister Dave Hancock continued (and continues) to 
repeat in parrot-like fashion the Klein position of “not in my backyard!”, promising if necessary 
to challenge the federal government laws and take his case all the way to the Supreme Court 

of Canada. This, of 
‘ course, while spending 
millions of tax dollars 
along the way. Already 
one. Alberta couple, 
7 Keith Purdy and Rick 
4 Kennedy, had applied for 
“rH marriage license and 
were refused. They have 
now filed an official 


h 


Poolside at the Island 
House Resort in Key West 


complaint with the Alberta Human Rights Commission and the long legal battle is underway. 


Reflecting back on the poolside political conversations in Key West, it seems to me that 
inequality and injustice knows no borders and, here at home, we have to fight just to be equal 
Canadians. Our neighbours to the south have to fight just to come close to the equality we 
enjoy even now and it is a rare scenario that the U.S. government is following, not leading. I’m 
sure that this political inequity won't last for very long when the GLBT community starts to 
spend money on same-sex marriages—that’s a “‘ten percent solution” that will definitely have 
some political clout in the not-too-distant future. After all, Alberta is supposed to be Canada’s 
pro-business province and it is estimated almost CDN$40 million could be spent by gay 
couples in Alberta on wedding ceremonies and receptions alone. | smell a class-action lawsuit 
brought on by wedding industry suppliers—really, is it fair to the florists, caterers, hotels, limou- 
sine companies, haberdashers and jewellers of Alberta that they should suffer such a potentially 
huge loss of revenue when their counterparts in other provinces benefit? | think not! Stay 
tuned for the ongoing saga to unfold across Canada—and perhaps even North America. W 
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LETTERS Pee 


Outlooks: 


While looking at your recent issue of Outlooks online, | was saddened and angered to 
see a caption under a photo on page 42 that said: “Fates or Furies ... nope fags!” 


Fags? How dare you print this insult! Using this word empowers no one; its sole 
purpose, the only reason it exists, is to humiliate and degrade gay men.When gay people 
use the word it gives straight people—particularly the homophobic ones—the impres- 
sion that it’s all right, we don’t mind. Well, a lot of us do! Gay people who perpetuate this 
kind of verbal gay bashing need to take a close look at their own internalized 
homophobia. They should ask themselves why they feel we deserve this kind of disre- 
spect. 


If a straight publication used this word we, as a community, would be all over them. It 
doesn’t sound any better coming from a gay publication. | think it’s very irresponsible for 
Outlooks to use the word to describe gay men. 


Richard 


northern Alberta 


The Editor Responds: 


I’m sorry to hear that the “other f-word” in our July issue so offended you, 
although it does occur in common parlance quite regularly now—most often 
as a playful gibe in GLBT circles. Like ‘queer’, fag is one of those loaded 
words that delights some and offends others. In current use, it is certainly 
more about reclamation than internalized homophobia, an exercise in taking 
the “power” out of an originally negative word. In terms of this publication, 
we’re pretty much “preaching to the converted”, as many people in this 
community are more aware of the way the word’s negativity has been 
deflated. Ever clock the number of times the “n-word” crops up in a Martin 
Lawrence rant? It’s kind of the same thing. 
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Dear Outlooks, 


In the Letters section of the July issue, one A. Kobley complains that Outlooks doesn’t 
do enough for Calgary, right after agreeing with some Toronto friends that “Calgary has 
no culture”. My question is: if Calgary is such a lame place, what does A. Kobley think 
Outlooks should be writing about? 


The letter goes on to whine about Calgary's Pride celebrations and how local politi- 
cians shouldn’t participate. Oh, great—once more we have someone criticising from the 
sidelines and yet refusing to get involved. What about joining Pride Calgary and making 
your feelings known? What about contributing instead of complaining? Oh, 
wait—complaining is so much easier. 


Judging from that letter, it sounds like A. Kobley is a person who would be much happier 
living in a city like Toronto, where Pride celebrations cost hundreds of thousands of 
dollars and are organized by people on salaries. 


J. Maher 
Calgary 


Hi, 

My wife and | are faithful readers of Outlooks and second only to the editorial and news 
articles for us is the comic Chelsea Boys. But we have noticed that Outlooks does not run 
every episode of this cartoon; in the last few months, | managed to find eight strips in 
other papers online that you folks didn’t have in print. Does Chelsea Boys come out 
more often than Outlooks? If so, could we have multiple Chelsea Boys in one volume? Oh 
please! Thanks! 


D. Bird 
Calgary 


The editor Responds: 


Glen Hanson and Allan Neuwirth, Chelsea Boys’ creators, are extremely 
prolific when it comes to “their boys” and the strip could potentially run once 
a week. As we are a monthly publication, it would be space- and cost-prohib- 
itive for Outlooks to keep up with the gang as more frequent publications do; 
therefore we are provided with either “stand alone’ strips or select key 
components of the characters’ ongoing storylines in order to stay in the loop. 
If you’d like to check out the strip more regularly, log on to 
www.chelseaboys.com and follow the links to the online versions of publica- 
tions that carry the cartoon. Also, according to the site’s News section, 
Alyson Books will be releasing a compilation of the first 100 strips in 
September of this year. 


Hi! 

| really enjoy Outlooks magazine and |’m pleased that you include Montréal in your 
national scope. Many mainstream so-called “national” magazines like Chatelaine, McLean’s, 
House and Home etc. never write a word on Montréal—it’s like our city isn’t part of 
Canada. News flash: the province of Québec is, to this day, still part of Canada. Thank 
you for aknowledging the English-speaking gay community of Montréal and making us part 
of the vast fraternity of gay Canadians. Hopefully we will find Outlooks more easily and 
more frequently in our gaybourhood. Please keep writing on our thriving village and 
dynamic community. 


R. Kozlowsky 


Montréal 


The Editor Responds: 


Many thanks for your positive comments—we hope to increase coverage of 
Montréal in future if reader and advertiser support there continues. | think 
perhaps there are issues connected to bilingualism that “scare off” other, 
larger magazines, although we like to make an effort to acknowledge English- 
speaking Montréalers, too. It is our hope that one day Outlooks might also be 
able to address the needs of our primarily French-speaking readers as well. 
Keep your eyes open... 


WE WANT YOUR LETTERS 


Sign your name and include your address and phone number. All letters 


are subject to editing—and please, no more than 400 words. Write to: 
, Outlooks 


Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 
17th Ave. SW, Calgary, AB 
T2T 0B2 

or email: 
editor@outlooks.ca 


Provincial predicament? 


By David King 


As we await a Supreme Court response to three simple legislative questions, debate and 
celebrate our nuptials at summer Pride fests,and open each creaky provincial door to same- 
sex marriage registrations, it comes as no surprise that Alberta is wearing Canada’s 
strongest chastity belt. 


Some have already speculated that Premier Ralph Klein’s shoot-’em-up rhetoric on the 
issue is a mere filibuster for more serious, neglected issues in Alberta such as health care 
or the province’s mountain-climbing tuition and insurance costs. As others suggest, Klein’s 
behaviour is old hat, a sort of macho display of caucus showmanship or traditional ass- 
kissing ceremony. 


Calgary family lawyer Brian Edy notes 
Klein’s behaviour may be irrelevant these days. 
As with the GLBT community’s recent wins in 
equitable health care and employment 
matters, it’s only due time before Alberta's 
same-sex couples can get hitched on the 
homestead as well. 


“The only provincial jurisdiction we have is 
on ceremony, or solemnization and registra- 
tion,’ says Edy. “The federal government is 
asking three questions to the Supreme Court 
to which they already know the answer—and 
these three decisions are persuasive upon the 
Alberta courts. | would doubt that those 
decisions would be overturned.” 


Edy is a former president with the Civil 
Liberties Association and board member with 
the Canadian Civil Liberties Association, with 
an historic understanding of Alberta’s legal 

mumbo-jumbo on same-sex matters, including his 
past work on the famous Delwin Vriend case. As Edy observes, Vriend’s case was highly 
influential in unlocking a door to equality in Alberta, and more so given our current struggle 
to marry. Lately, Edy’s office has been busier than usual, with both same-sex couples and 
religious officials knocking on his doors for consultation on spousal matters. 


Calgary lawyer Brian Edy 


Edmonton lawyer Julie Lloyd is also occupied these days, with a strong gay and lesbian 
clientele at her own doorstep. Unlike Edy, Lloyd takes Klein’s anti-gay marriage remarks 
extremely seriously. 


“It’s not a question of insignificance,’ Lloyd insists. “It’s fundamentally important that 
people remain vigilant right now and that freedom of equality is preserved—these matters 
have to be dealt with.” 


While Edy and Lloyd rally around legal issues, some Alberta couples are dealing with 
matters on their own terms by heading down to city hall and intentionally exposing 
themselves to a refusal of recognition of their marital status. As with past battles, it’s a level 
of activism they know will find success in the appeal process. 


“It’s always open to anyone in Alberta to bring forward a challenge,” says Lloyd, “and just 
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as constitutional. The courts of appeal have 
already said it is not an option to create separate 
institutions for gay couples and same-sex 
couples, so that issue is now a non-starter”. 


As Edy advises, applying for a marriage license 
within Alberta isn’t the most efficient manoeuvre 
available to us. 


“You can go that route and always apply to the 
Court of Queen’s Bench to have your marriage 
declared to be valid,’ he says. “But why are gay 
people going to a registry that only deals with 
heterosexual marriages? A declatory judgment 
would be needed to legally recognize the 
marriage, and why go through that needless 
expense?” 


Edmonton lawyer Julie Lloyd 


Instead, both Edy and Lloyd suggest a more 
logical solution for couples serious about marriage: take an early honeymoon. 


“If you want to get married you have to go the jurisdiction where it’s legal,” says Lloyd. 


“Once the federal legislation is in place there won't be ambiguity,’ adds Edy. “But some 
lawyers are saying in order to avoid the ambiguity and expense, why not go to Ontario [or 
British Columbia] and come back, at least in the interim—it's relatively inexpensive and 
same-sex couples will have that validation.” 


Edy also makes reference to the Adult Inter-dependant Relationships Act, which allows 
people to sign a contract as adult interdependent partners. As Edy points out, the contract 
is not a marriage, but carries with it the vast majority of the same civil liberties that marriage 
provides. The act was brought into Alberta as a band-aid solution to skirt around what Lloyd 
jokingly refers to as “the big scary homosexuals,” yet Lloyd warns that, while it’s an option, 
it’s certainly not ideal. 


“When it was brought in there were some of the same criticisms from the ultra-right,” 
she says. “The status is available to anyone living together for a specific period of time, 
conjugal or not, but its definition in law is very unsatisfactory, and there’s a potential for 
mischief in trying to avoid other law for the sake of gay people.” 


Most important, say Lloyd and Edy, is the responsibility of marriage itself, an issue they 
both feel is not being discussed enough. 
Whether it’s a shotgun wedding or Alberta’s 
shotgun on weddings, Edy believes Canada’s 
first gay divorce is just around the corner. 


“The civil liberties of marriage mean a 
spouse can receive all benefits like pension and 
health care without issue,” he says. “But it has 
clear implications on the divisions of property 
and on monogamy, and there are also many 
responsibilities, like being financially responsible 
in the event of a divorce”. 


Lloyd agrees wholeheartedly. 


“We have always been able to structure our 
relationships in a fair and reasonable way,” says 
Lloyd. “Running off and getting married is 
certainly symbolic, but doesn’t define the 


practical elements 
that apply to continued opposite 
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from previous everyone. And we'd be foolish to think otherwise. It worries me 
that people might believe that once you're married, everything 
will be okay. My advice is to talk to straight people about this and get their advice.” 


Lloyd may be onto something. But considering rising divorce rates, single-parent homes 
and the empty nests of an aging population, a gay divorcée would hardly come as a shocker 
in the norm of things. 


“| think that what we're going to see is our first gay divorce or gay annulment in a year 
or two,” says Edy. “It’s just human nature; it happens all the time. The law is moving more 
rapidly in this area than the legislation.” 


In its own rocky marriage to Canada, Alberta may be more behind the times than 
anyone. As Klein and his posse manoeuvre their own strategies to exercise any legislative 
fence they can against same-nuptials, their efforts and showmanship are becoming visibly 
redundant. Alberta Justice Minister Dave Hancock did not return Outlooks’ phone calls for 
comment, but it is certain that lawyers like Lloyd and Edy will continue clarifying matters 
for those of us who are perplexed, as Canada awaits its Supreme Court decision and subse- 
quent free vote in the House of Commons. 


“It's not unreasonable to think this whole process could take another year,’ Lloyd specu- 
lates. 


On the other hand, these lawyers agree, it could all come sooner than we think. 


Vv 


David King is a freelance journalist now residing in Edmonton. A writer, performer and 
director, he is the co-founding Artistic Director of Montréal’s OUT Productions. 
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PRIDE VARIETY P.E.1 PripE PaRADE 


SHow 


(right) Banner 
Manner 

Sarong'd and set for 
their day in the 
sun—or whatever 
Mother Nature had in 
mind for Pride 2003, 


(left) Mastering the 
Ceremony 

George Clark-Dunning addresses a 
proud crowd at the event. 


(above) Leather ‘n’ Studs 
Mr.Leather PEI and Mr. Atlantic 
Leather all set to strut their stuff 
as titleholders. 


zi Nite EOWARD. iBLANG ig 


(left) Giving 
Voice to Pride 
Performer Amanda 


inspires the crowd (left) Youthful 
with her vivacious Exuberance 
vocal stylings on O, The youth 
Canada, ai % ave § community takes 


to the streets to 
show their Pride. 


i 


aCe 


Gina Gibb wows ‘em with her swishy 


style. ——_— boar i al 
Pripe GoLtr (above)Nice Day for a... White Wedding 
(left) Man in Taking advantage of current events to help inspire a 
TOURNAMENT Motion theme. Robert and Davis from Ottawa lend a hand 
Mr. Atlantic with the blushing bride’s train, 


Canada Leather 
hops onto his float 
(below) Tee for Two... to save his feet for 
Actually, Beer Seems to Be 

the Beverage of Choice 

Bruce, Brian and Pedro unwind in the 


clubhouse post-golf game. 


the dance later. 


All phots on this page b 
Z j. Culbett a 


Pripe DANCE 


(above) L is for “Links”; 
M is for “Macarena” 

Craig and Grant cut loose after 
an afternoon of golf. Think this'll 
help them with their swing? 


(left) Party Pooped 
Mr. Leather PEI takes a 
few moments for himself 
amidst all the festivities. 


PRIDE CHURCH (below) The Latest 


SERVICE Addition to the Family 
Wayne and Art Toole (how 
appropos!) pose with their 
prize “package”. And people 
say gay adoption isn’t feasible! 


(right) Look, 
Ma—No 
Hands! 

Al's party favour 
seems to have a 


(left) Having Faith in will of its own. 


Diversity 
Celebrant David Archer 
conducts the Pride service. 


(above) Down Time 
Dance attendees John and David pause 
for a breather. 


(right) I 
(right) Joyful Don’t Know 
Glow How It Got 
Arla, Julie, Blair, Troy, There, It’s 
radiant following Just There 


(right) In Their 
Finery 

Jim and Danny are quite a 
pair of ravishing revellers. 


Billy shows off an 
impressive piece 
of headgear. 


the Pride Service. 


ASSORTED PRIDE 
Events 
VARIOUS LOCATIONS 


(left) Rise Up, Rise Up 
Mayor George MacDonald 
with community reps Nola 
and Wade at the raising of 
the rainbow flag. 


(right) Good 
Sports 

Showing a true sense of 
community spirit, the 
girls hug the boys 
following their Pride 
baseball game. 


(right) Eat the Beef, 
Wear the Hide... 
Members of the leather 
community demonstrate they 
have the right idea at their 
Meet ‘n’ Greet Barbeque. 
From left are Lindsay, Wayne, 
Sean, Mario and Jacquie. 
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Boy-oh-Boy Groove 


Andy Warhol once said “In the future, 
everyone will be famous for fifteen minutes.” 


By David King 


Then again, Warhol also said, “Il am a deeply 
superficial person.” 


In the world of boy bands, superficiality and 
fifteen minutes often go hand-in-hand. Beyond 
all the packaged goods (and there are some 
nice packages) lie the darker realities, as 
_ Edmonton writer/director/actor Chris Craddock 
explored while penning his latest queer creation, 
Boy Groove. 


Photo by lan Jackson 


“The play asks the question, do they deserve 
it?” says Craddock. “Il mean, we hand them 
millions of dollars, girls cry in their presence. This 
play has a liquid timeline—we start mid-career 
and hop back in time to how a band like this is 
formed.” 


An award-winning artist and the Artistic 
Director of Edmonton’s Azimuth Theatre, 
Craddock is notorious in Edmonton’s 
theatre scene, and a good friend of Ribbit 
Productions, whose troupe has co- 
produced Boy Groove with Azimuth and also performs in the show. The play is among fifteen by 
the prolific Craddock. His play Billy, addressing native teens on suicide, violence and alcoholism, 
only recently finished touring Alberta’s rural and urban communities. And as if that’s not 
enough, Craddock is also adapting Miriam Toews’ novel Summer of My Amazing Luck for one of 
Edmonton's hottest theatres, the Theatre Network. 


Into it: cast members of the Chris Craddock- 
penned Fringe play Boy Groove 


“Since | took over at Azimuth, writing and directing have gone hand in hand,” says Craddock. 
“| like to direct my own work. Some people are critical of that, but it’s actually a great thing, and 
preserves your intentions as a playwright.” 


At the helm of a socially conscious theatre company like Azimuth, today’s youth have perme- 
ated Craddock’s mind, queer issues included. Craddock’s play Do It Right, for example, toured 
fifty-six schools in Alberta, dealing with teen sex and sexuality via a variety of 
characters—including a queer, macho hockey player. And, as Craddock explains, queer and 
hockey are not synonymous in Alberta schools. 


“The kids voiced as much reaction as the parents,’ says Craddock. “Sexual identity is so 
important and so fragile for youth, and you see tons of homophobia. Yet the suicide rate for gay 
teens is, like, 1,500 percent higher than straight teens.” 


Craddock’s also been churning out play-after-adult-play, including his co-creations with drag 
diva Darren Hagen like The Tranny Trilogy for Edmonton’s only queer theatre, Guys In Disguise. 


“Pve always been a political writer,’ Craddock says, “and the right to be gay is part of that 
spectrum. In Boy Groove, one of the boys is gay and gets caught in the park having sex, and there's 
also a homophobic rapper who is not unlike Eminem. There's a secrecy there, especially in 
American mainstream culture, when we look at what people like George Michael or even Rosie 
O'Donnell have gone through.” 


Goliath's , 
Saunatel 
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The four cast members of Boy Groove (Adam Blocka,Andrew Bursey, John Paterson and Matt 
Alden) comprise the white-boy pop sensation of the same name (‘It’s a self-titled album,” jokes 
Craddock). Aaron Macri’s original music, meanwhile, features numbers like the self-proclaimed 
hit single You Make My Hips Buck, Boy Groove’s Back and My Love is Not a Crime (the latter 
a reaction to gay sex scandals). The irreverent titles are of course, a tongue-in-cheek take on 
pop all-stars but,as Craddock mentions, the play often leans towards hip-hop and rap in flavour. 


“The inspiration was everywhere,’ Craddock says. “I’m not a fan of the music, but I’m 
definitely a fan of the videos—those guys are hot! When | was a teenager they were on my 
fantasy matrix—not only were they famous, but they had friends to be famous with—it’s fame 
mixed with friendship.” 


As Craddock and | discuss that titillating blend of homoeroticism behind even the most 
seemingly homophobic rapper, several issues come to mind, including today’s generation gap. 
Both in our thirties, the ‘80s were somehow good years for us. Despite the aesthetic differ- 
ences with today’s youth, Craddock observes that, ultimately, little has changed. 


“| think city kids have access to more info and options culturally than before, but that’s a good 
thing,” he says. “People worry that rap will turn your kid into a crazy person, but they said that 
about heavy metal in my youth. If there’s a modicum of love, respect and discipline, it doesn’t 
matter—they'll be all right.” 


Except, Craddock agrees, on the ever-growing concerns about ageism. 


“When it comes to ageism, the queer scene is probably the toughest. It’s a cliché to say it, 
but you are only as old as you feel. Here | get to look back with irony and remember a little 
bit of how | felt at that age.” 


On tour with the troupe, Craddock seems settled into his current groove mix, confidently 
drawing no lines between ages. He admits that, as a satire, Boy Groove’s music tracks and live 
singing have been as relatively easy and fun to whip up as they would for any one of today’s boy 
bands. In the process, he feels fortunate to have mixed in the sound of a deeper-rooted 
substance, including the struggle for longevity. “I guess | have affection for that kind of old 
delusion,” he laughs. 


Andy Warhol, eat your words. 


Boy Groove tours at Fringe Festivals throughout western Canada until this fall. For info (and 
music bytes) check out Ribbit Production’s website, which is located at: 
www.geocities.com/ribbitproductions/boygroove. W 


David King is a freelance journalist currently residing in Edmonton. A writer, performer and 
director, he is the co-founding Artistic Director of Montréal’s OUT Productions. 
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Prairie prid 
By Tyler Hopson 
For Marlon Hoffman, life on the prairies just seems right—even if that life involves 
managing a gay bar and dressing up in drag. 


Hoffman, manager of the Gay and Lesbian Community Centre in Regina (GLCR), was 
born in Regina and came out here twenty-one years ago, but he’s lived all over the 
western part of the country. “Fifty-seven times; fifty-seven moves,” he says matter-of- 

factly. 


So, what keeps him in Regina? “I love it 
here. | came out here. It’s home.” 


Hoffman also loves being involved with 
Regina’s gay community. A _ long-time 
bartender and a former supervisor at 
Regina’s gay club, Hoffman has been manager 
#@ now for just over a year. 


“| truly do love it. The club is home to a 
lot of people; it’s not just a bar,’ he says over 
a cup of tea in the lounge. 


| “It’s home away from home!” a cheerful 
} voice pipes up from behind us, one of the 
volunteers at the club. 


“The club houses the Court [Regina’s drag 
| queen and king association] and the Lavender 
Club [for lesbians],” Hoffman says. “For a lot 
of those people, it’s a second home. It’s like 
a big family, it seems to me.” 


ec ae But Hoffman doesn’t see himself 
Marlon Hoffman, proudly showing his colours 


as the club’s father figure. “Maybe 
more like the Godmother,’ he says 
with a smirk. 


Photo by Wanda Miller 


The past year has been a time of updating and expanding for the GLCR. In the spring, 
the bar’s lounge was renovated, due to extra income the GLCR received through renting 
the facility to two film productions and because of donations made by several groups. 


On July 25, a beautiful, brand-new outdoor deck was opened at the club, thereby 
providing patrons with a spot to enjoy the summer sun and to cool off on those rowdy 
Saturday nights. 


Last year, the GLCR entered a float into Regina’s largest parade, the Buffalo Days 
Parade. As the kickoff to the annual summer fair, the event attracted thousands of specta- 
tors. 


Also in 2002, several members of the GLCR built a float for Saskatchewan’s gay Pride 
Parade. “We’d spent quite a bit of money doing that,” Hoffman says. “I’d mentioned that 
| thought it’d be a good idea if we could get the float in the Buffalo Days Parade. 


“People were skeptical,” he says of the reaction he got from others. “They said [the 
float] probably wouldn’t be accepted. But | phoned...and got an application and entered 
it. This year, they invited us back.” 


Hoffman says he only heard one negative comment over last year’s parade entry “...and 
it wasn’t really that negative. One married man with children was concerned over how 
to explain to his kids that there were men in dresses on the float. Anything else I’ve heard 
was positive, from both the Regina community and the gay community.” 


The theme for this year’s float was to be “Little Club on the Prairies,” a recreation of 
an old-time saloon—with a queer twist—meant to honour the city of Regina’s |00th 
anniversary. Unfortunately, due to time constraints and the amount of work that such an 
entry would require, it was decided that 2003 would have to be a year of rest. 


“lm disappointed and relieved,’ Hoffman says of the float’s cancellation. “The [Club’s] 
deck has taken longer than expected and the workers on the deck are the same ones 
who were doing the float. Everyone is very busy and | don’t want to burn them out. We 
can do something amazing next year; I’ve already promised bigger and better things!” 


Hoffman feels things are much better for gays in Regina than they were twenty years 
ago. ‘There were a lot of bad things then. Now, we're equal in most places.” 


He hopes that same-sex marriage will eventually come to be recognized in 
Saskatchewan, but he isn’t sure he’d get married himself. “You should have that right. 
Anyone should be able to get married... But, I’ve had seven partners—which means | 


would have had seven divorces,” he jokes. 


As we wrap up the interview, Hoffman points out that he came out across the stre 
from the current bar's location, in a now non-existent building. “There was a bar jt 
across the street from here [called Rumours]. We have a poster and a license plate fre 
Rumours on the wall over there,” he says, gesturing to a little piece of Regina’s gay histc 
on the far side of the lounge. 


And with individuals like Hoffman on the scene, it’s sure that gays and lesbians in tl 
city will have many more memories to cherish in the years to come. Vv 


Tyler Hopson, a recent graduate of the University of Regina, has just completed a year- 
long stint as Arts & Entertainment Editor at that school’s student newspaper. He will 
soon be relocating to Vancouver, where he will be working toward a Master of Journalisn 
degree at the University of British Columbia. 
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CANDIDATE SHOWS FOR EmpPEROR II AND Empress IV 


1ST CANDIDATE SHOW 
HAPPENINGS SOCIAL CLUB 


(right) She’s 
the Beauty and 
He’s Not Lion | 
Beauty Gwenivere 
De Giovanni-Horse | 
savies up to a 
beastly Phil Thee, 
who didn’t turn into & 
a prince afterwards. } 


(left) Blah 
Blah Blah 
Breyanna 


away from 


little winded. 


Gio s 1st ANNIVERSARY IN THEIR| 


NEW LOCATION 


(right) Celebratory 
Libations 

Ms Gio’s, Gwenivere De 
Giovanni-Horse, manager Dan 
and Mr Gio's, Phil Thee extend a 
glass and make a toast for one 
year in their new downtown 
location. 


Are ‘gt 
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Call Senga Bailey, CIP 
to obtain advice and assistance 
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BANFF * CANMORE * DRUMHELLER 


Burlesque wrestles 
the microphone 


Stephanie Lane- 
Barr, who was a 


2ND CANDIDATE SHOW GIO S 


| (left) Cool 
Cat 
| Jiminy Lickit 
| sharpened up 
| his claws once 
B again to reprise } 
| his role as the 
Cheshire Cat. 


(above) Blonde Ambition Tour 
Sole Emperor and Empress candidates, 
Stephanie Lane-Barr and Tony Barr-Lane 
seem to blend into the background as they 
perform a duet as Dolly Parton and Kenny 
Rogers. 


(right) Keep on 
Truckin’ 


heels in full leather and 
glides across the floor. 


SRD CANDIDATE SHOW CLUB 200 


(below) GQ 
Wannabe 
Dressed to the 
nines, Mavin croons 
a tune to the 


audience 


li Ea se: 
(above) Rubbed the Wright 
Way 
Sensually slinking across the floor, 
Trojan Horse-Giovanni and Phil 
Thee generate heat that must have 
left a scorch mark. 


THE ADVENTURES OF ALICE FROM 
CATERPILLARS TO QUEENS 


PRAIRIE THEATRE EXCHANGE 


(right) Boy Toy 

Jack Me Hoff pulls Phil Thee's 
strings. No word on whether 
he pushed any of his buttons. 
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(left) Stop 
-= and Smell 


Symara Styles 
picks a rose 
played by Damita 
™ Fox to pose with 
after the show. 


(right) These Girls are 


Ms Purdy’s girls from left to 
right: Vida Lamour, Breyanna 
Burlesque, Trixie Malibu and 
Vivian Devine gave a rousing 
tribute to ex-bar Ms Purdy's. 


(above) Breast Feeding 


(left) Typecasting 

Who would have thought Joan 
Costalotsa as the Mad Hatter? 
Brillance! Jackie Juicette Robillard 
makes for a beautiful White 
Rabbit. 


(right) Hair Brained 
Tweedle Dee, played by Frieda 
Leeves (left) and Tweedle Dum, 
played by Tyra Boinks look a 
little frazzled and in need of a 
good conditioning after the 
night's play. 


Mis Purpy s 
REUNION SHOW 


big enough for you 
and 300 of your 
closest friends... 


the patio at 


¢ melrose 


Loreen 7 


Perhaps Richard wasn’t nurtured enough as a 
child, which is why he turns to Trixie Malibu 
for some sustenance. His favourite is the left. 


THIS FEATURE BROUGHT 
TO YOU BY 


interactive 
male 


IN WINNIPEG: 
1-204-480-0100 
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(above) Fur Bearing Mammal 

Carlos Las Vegas lets the fur fly, then one quick 
change into formal wear later, gets down on ber 
knee to propose to girlfriend Liz.A shaking Liz 
replied, "YES". 


Planning an event in Winnipeg? 
Contact Brent at 
(204) 789-9215 and he'll see about 
covering it in Out & About. 
All photos by Brent 
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Swerve’s pressing issues 


By Peter Carlyle-Gordge 


— 


~~ Not many people would willingly work for $3 
~ an hour or less, but that’s roughly the rate of pay 

for staff members at Winnipeg’s monthly publica- 
_ tion, Swerve. 


The magazine started out in October 1994 
and is still flourishing, publishing about 5,000 
copies a month at a cost of roughly a dollar a 
copy. lan King, one of the founders, says nine 
- years ago Winnipeg was a very spread-out city 
and lacked a coherent voice to express the GLBT 
point of view. “There was also a particularly 
homophobic female columnist writing in the 
Winnipeg Sun,” King says, “and a group of us 
wanted to have a voice to express our own 
views.” 


The founding members of Swerve: (back 
row, left to right) lan King, Jean 
LeMaitre, Stephen Lawson, Carol 
Philipps (front row, left to right) David 
McGunigal, Rob Shaw, John 


He and partner Greg KI , with a f 
Schellenberg, Szu Burgess ened eee eh 


others including journalist David McGonigal, 
set about creating Swerve. King admits his 
personal credit cards were often maxed-out to help pay the bills. As business manager, he 
was a Jack-of-all-trades, selling ads, collecting money, writing articles, taking pictures and 
even distributing the magazine. 


King says Swerve exacted a lot of blood, sweat and tears, but he was thrilled when it 
came off the presses and finally gave the Winnipeg GLBT community its own voice.“In the 
beginning, the motivation was a lot of anger and a desire to express beliefs that had been 
totally ignored,” he says. “Now it has a life of its own and the world has changed a lot in 
nine years. We have more self acceptance and confidence, which is reflected in the paper.’ 


He admits he isn’t sure what role Swerve plays in the lives of young people coming out 
today—and has even questioned whether or not it has a future—but suspects it will evolve 
as society does. 


Now approaching its ninth anniversary, the magazine has seen its ups and downs. The 
founders were a disparate group, quite radical and political. Personality clashes often 
occurred. People came and went rapidly. Money was a constant problem. More than 
ninety percent of Swerve’s income relies on advertising, and it is owed more than $12,000 
for past advertising. Needless to say, there are plans to take a far more serious approach 
to debt collection in future. 


Current managing editor Richard Wood joined the staff of six in February of 2001, just 
prior to a mass exodus of helpers. The books were in a mess and he’s been helping put 
the magazine on a more professional basis ever since. For one thing, the magazine has now 
been incorporated as Swerve Media Inc. As a non-profit, it now has a charitable tax 
number, which makes fundraising easier. 


“Two years ago we were understaffed and massively in debt,” says Wood. “We operate 
more professionally now, with bills paid as they come in. We are also keeping much better 
records and plan to institute a blacklist of those who persistently fail to pay advertising 
bills. If necessary we're prepared to use a collection agency.” 


Swerve has faced many other challenges besides the financial woes. Printing glitches have 
sometimes caused colour plates to be reversed. One printer refused to handle the publi- 
cation because he disapproved of the “gay lifestyle” and said so. Swerve hauled him before 
the Human Rights Commission and he had to issue an apology. 


Another challenge has been distribution. One local eatery was actually throwing away 
its supply of the magazine because it didn’t think it suitable fare for its clients. Others kept 
copies behind the counter, but the situation has improved after Swerve took them on and 
pointed out that GLBT customers might avoid such businesses in future. Local libraries 
are also getting better about displaying the publication, though not all cooperate. 


One of Wood's key tasks is educating readers about the costs and complexity of putting 
an issue together. Last year, he ran a special section detailing how departments work, 
where ideas come from, what the budget is and where it comes from—only about three 
percent comes from fundraisers. 


“People still ask why we don’t print more pages or use glossy paper,’ he says. “Then 
there are people who think a full-page ad ought to cost no more than $50. We have a lot 
of educating to do still.” 


In fact, a full page costs around $452, and rates may even rise soon. But even then, the 
publication operates on a thin knife-edge between solvency and loss. 
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Another challenge is simply finding a stable of 
good, reliable writers who actually deliver work on 
time. The paper has encouraged new talent by 
creating a Viewpoints page, with the more promising 
writers then being invited to cover news or write 
features. 


“Our contributor list used to be very small, with 
only half a dozen regular writers,” says Wood. “We 
now have about twenty contributors and things are 
relatively stable compared to the past.” 


i 


No one will get rich however. A 500-word a : : : 
article pays about $10, while !,000 words Swerve's Managing Editor Richard Wood 
brings in $20 and a photograph rates $5. 

Each section of the magazine is written to a 

different deadline, to make sure there is no last minute pandemonium to get an issue out. 
In the “old days”, all-nighter sessions to get the magazine ready were common. Key staff 
members receive an honorarium, with $300 set aside for the managing editor and lesser 
sums for others. The advertising manager gets ten percent of sales, with a cap of $450 a 
month. The good news is that ad sales have been increasing, even if too many advertisers 
are laggardly in paying their bills. Of the approximately $5,000 a month spent on Swerve, 
staff and writer payments amount to around $2,000. Printing eats up most of the rest. 


News Editor Gacheru Maina joined the staff in early 2002, after a stint working on the 
University of Manitoba’s student newspaper. He is currently doing an MA in political 
studies and international relations. Maina says he was very nervous at first, thinking he 
might not have enough news to fill the paper. “Most of our staff and writers are involved 
in the GLBT community so we have a good idea of what’s going on and | can plan ahead 
of time what stories to assign,” he says. 


Maina wishes more mainstream advertisers would support Swerve. “This is the only 
medium in this city for the GLBT community,” he says. “They spend their money in many 
straight establishments, so it would be nice if the owners showed more advertising 
support. We could pay our staff and writers better if they did.” Vv 


Peter Carlyle-Gordge is a former Manitoba correspondent for Maclean’s and The 
Financial Post. He has written for most major magazines and newspapers in Canada as 
well as broadcasting on the national and international networks of CBC Radio. 


SMALL CHANGE...BIG CHANGES 


A FUNDRAISER FOR THOSE LIVING WITH HIV/AIDS 


IT S BACK. 
GET YOUR PIG AT OUR 
LAUNCH PARTY AT THE 
BRAND NEW DIVINO S$ 
RESTAURANT ON 
113 STEPHEN AVE. S.W. 


JUST DROP BY DIVINOS 
RESTAURANT ON MONDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 15TH TO PICK OUT 
YOUR PIG. FOR $25 YOU GET 
YOUR PIG AND YOU CAN 
START STUFFING YOUR PIG 
WITH CHANGE. 


THEN BRING YOUR STUFFED PIG 
TO OQUR GALA 
ON SATURDAY, 
NOVEMBER 15TH 
AT THE ROZSA CENTRE, 
UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY. 


THERE IS NO CHARGE TO ATTEND THIS LAUNCH EVENT. IT $ YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO SUPPORT THIS 
FUNDRAISER. FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT SHANNON SMITH AT 943-0611 


small change... 
ig changes 
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CALGARY HEALTR TRUST 


Ovripans 


FLAGKEDGIE | 


TORONTO'S ORIGINAL 
LEATHER/BENIM CRUISE BAR 


A57 CRURCH STREET - 416 413 1219 ~~ —) READY TO 
| i MAKE A MOVE? 


Buy or sell a home with 
Mark Buckley and you will enjoy 
the superior expertise, market 
and investment knowledge, and 
dedicated personalized service 
that has made Mark the 
realtor of choice. 

So why not make your next 
move with 
Mark working for you? 


Mark Buckley 


Real Estate Agent 
Maxwell Canyon Creek 


For more information on buying 
or selling a home call 
(403) 681-7616 


or visit www.markbuckley.ca 


ee 


Volunteers Appreciation 
DANCE September 20th, 2003 


Sunday $1.75 Shooter specials all day 
Monday Free pool all day 

Tuesday $1.75 draft all day 
Wednesday $3.25 domestic beer and highballs all day 
Thursday $4.50 double highballs 8pm until close ; 


AT VICTORIA PARK HALL. ALL VOLUNTEERS FROM THE RODEO AND 
PAST ARGRA DANCES RECEIVE FREE ENTERENCE TO THE DANCE. 
HAVE A GREAT SUMMER, AND THANK YOU! 

DOORS OPEN AT 8:30 P.M. 


www QPARCRE: IRGRE ors 


Happy hour drink specials and free pool daily 
~ 


» 
QUTLOEQKS August 2003 17 


er 


‘e RUST ME .. THE 
Summer chestnuts 


EDITORIAL 


By John Coulbourn 


Here we are, more than a month after same-sex marriages became legal to all intents 
and purposes here in Canada, and the sky has yet to fall. But rather than shut them up, all 
that’s accomplished amongst the chattering flock of latter-day Chicken Littles is to change 
their panicked mantra from “The sky is falling! The sky is falling!” to “The sky is going to 
fall! The sky is going to fall!” 


Yeah, sure—and if the Big Bang Theory is on the money then some day we're going to 
get sucked back into the sun again (I think that’s how it’s supposed to work) and on that 
day, we can look for members of the Alliance Party to tell us that it is all because, way back 
in ‘03, we legalized gay marriage. Until that day, however, we've earned the right to kick 
back and enjoy ourselves, whether in a state of “wholly” matrimony or not, each according 
to his pleasure. 


And what better time to indulge ourselves than August, when as the songwriter has said, 
it is “summertime and the living is easy”. 


And just in case it’s not just the fish who are jumping or only the cotton that’s high, here 
are a few mental chestnuts to chew on while you bake—little things that serve to remind 
us all that summer is really very little more than a state of mind and that, sooner or later, 
we're going to have to head back into the trenches, pick up our cudgels and start fighting 
the good fight once again. 


POLYGAMY: I’ve tried and tried, but | just can’t locate a single gay man who wants 
more than one wife. And while that may come as no surprise to informed individuals like 
us, it would seem to be information that is likely to bowl ‘em over in the opposition. In 
those quarters, it seems that every discussion about same-sex marriage ends the same 
way: “If we allow same sex marriage, then what about polygamy?” 


Well, what about it, folks? 


The last time | checked, polygamy, unlike homosexuality, was still against the law and will 
probably remain so, at least for the foreseeable future. And should it ever come up for 
debate, | can’t imagine that gays—or lesbians, for that matter—will be agitating for it. That 
fight, | suspect, will come from religious fundamentalists who are certain that their god 
wants them to have several wives. 


best cup 


All of which means that all we'll have to do is sit back and watch them fight it out, for a 
change. And while we're at it, maybe we can figure out why very few women have been 
instructed by their gods to have more than one husband. 


WE-TYPE-WITH-OUR-FINGERS,JUST-LIKE-EVERYBODY-ELSE, 
GEORGE: | won't pretend for a moment to have known Canadian journalist Jeffrey 
Kofman terribly well prior to his decampment for a news slot on an American network. 
But | did know him well enough to know that the White House’s attempt to marginalize 
him by “leaking” the information that he is not only gay but Canadian, is nothing short of 
ludicrous. 


e day. 


Kofman, of course, is the journalist who ran afoul of the brain trust in the White House 
by doing a story with American servicemen who are less than happy with the conduct of 
the administration in what is fast becoming the endless conflict in Iraq. For his efforts, he 
was outed (as gay and Canadian) to the Drudge Report by un-named White House 
sources. And while one is tempted to write off the reaction chez Bush as a throwback to 
the ‘50s, it is, on sober reflection, almost impossible. 


Clearly, Dubya’s henchman (of course, the President denies all knowledge, etc.) under- 
stand that, amongst the great unwashed, at least south of the 49th, even the faintest touch 
of lavender is enough to devalue most professional coin. The “I’m so gay | can’t even think 
straight” cliché is going to be a tough one to break down. That Kofman has succeeded—as 
an openly gay journalist in a country of homophobes, and as a Canadian in a country 
growing increasingly xenophobic—says volumes about the quality of his work and the level 
of his commitment. 


Just think how well he could have done if he’d gone into the family business and been 
able to rely on his daddy’s cronies and his brother to look after him. W 


John Coulbourn is a native Albertan who lived for many years in Calgary. He now 
makes his home in Toronto, where he covers performing arts for the Toronto Sun. 


1610 - 1OTH Street SW 
Calgary, Alberta 
403.244.7750 


www.timothys.com 


18 August 2003 OUuIL_LoQns 


Nature’s Wonder Plant 


Calgary’s Original Hemp Store 


fall & winter program 


starts september 
apollo team sports 


badminton 
location & start date tha 


@HEMP@RIUMs 


926A - 17th Ave S.W. 


DEDICATED TO PROVIDING 
QUALITY FINANCIAL 


LEADERSHIP, MANAGEMENT 2 
& BUSINESS SERVICES 4 ¢ lets 10 pim bowlerama 


FOR SMALL TO MEDIUM-SIZED BUSINESSES, ah ™ 2Oi1G S ave ne 
NOT-FOR-PROFIT & OTHER e Z 


signer aptim pean HME wed ewenings G:3O0 pm 


www.akrpc.ca 


pmorth hill curling club 


1i2O1 2st nw 
saturdays -2draws 
2:20 & 4:30pm 


vol eyh 
Sali 
ywea 
a e | 320 Sth ave se 


sundays 4:00 pm 


door pursuits 
year round activities 


Check out our updated Website 


www .apollocaigary.com 
call S'11-DA9D9D press aS ext -creTele 
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WICTORIA PARK 

COMMUNITY HALL 

1302 Gth. sx S.E. CALGARY 


A CruiseY T Production Ltd. 
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Where in Canada can we be found? 


Coast to Coast! 


Over 600 Locations Nation Wide...and Growing! 


British Columbia 


Burnaby - 5 locations 
Courtenay - 2 locations 
Duncan ~ | location 
Kelowna -.3 locations 
Nanaimo - 2 locations 
Nelson - | location 


New Westminster - 2 locations 
North Vancouver - 2 locations 


Birken - | location 
Richmond - 6 locations 
Vancouver - 200 locations 
Vernon - | location 
Victoria - 12 locations 


Alberta 

Airdrie - | location 
Calgary.- 108 locations 
Canmore - | location 
Edmonton - 25 locations 
Fort McMurray - | location 
Grand Praire - | Jocation 
Lethbridge - 3 locations 
Medicine Hat - 2 locations 
Red Deer - 3 locations 


Saskatchewan 
Prince Albert - 1 location 


Regina - 3 locations 
Saskatoon - 4 locations 


Manitoba 
Brandon - | location 
Winnipeg - 5 locations 


Ontario 

Barrie - 2 locations 
Brampton - | location 
Cambridge - 4 locations 
East York - | location 


Fort Erie - | location 
Guelph - 5 locations 
Kingston - | location 
Kitchener - || locations 


London - |3 locations 
Mississauga - 8 locations 
New Market - | location 
North Bay - | location 
Oshawa - | location 
Ottawa - 25 locations 
Perth - | location 
Richmond Hill - 2 locations 
Stratford - | location 

St. Catherines- | location 
Sudbury - 3 locations 
Thunder Bay - 2 locations 


Toronto - | 18 locations 
Waterloo - 5 locations 
Windsor - | location 


QUEBEC _ 

Hull - | location *_ 
Montreal - 8 locations 
Saint Laurent - | location 


New Brunswick 
Fredericton - | location 
Moncton -.3 locations 


Newfoundland 
St. John’s - 2 locations 


Nova Scotia 
Halifax - 4 locations 
Yarmouth - | location 


Prince Edward Island 
Charlottetown - 4 locations 


Kingsboro - | location 
Vernon Bridge -| location 


North West Territories 


Yellowknife - | location 


Call: 1-888-228-1157 or visit us on the web: www.outlooks.ca 


for more details on locations or to subscribe 


Can’t find us there? Supplies out? Need more privacy? 
Download the magazine and its supplements at: 


www outiooks.ca 


Canada’s ONLY truly National Gay Magazine - FREE 
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You've got to hand it to Oscar Wilde—he knew exactly 
how to capture the quirks of modern life with a remarkable | 
economy of speech. That famous quote of his, despite a p 
certain universality, sums up a dilemma presented to many 
AIDS organizations around the world when it comes to 
operating in the public eye. The question remains: in the 
face of an ongoing crisis, is it better to err on the side of 
caution and gain people’s attention with a potentially 
controversial campaign or risk being ignored by delivering a 
“safe” safer-sex message? 


Like many in her position, Katherine Morton, Director of 
Communications and Development for AIDS Calgary 
Awareness Association, wishes she had the definitive answer. “It’s tough—we were talking 
about this campaign for a year before we launched it,” she admits. “We knew we wanted 
to target gay men but what does that mean? How do you define a demographic that’s so 
diverse?” 


The campaign in question is one that has garnered the twenty-year-old organization a 
lot of attention recently, both positive and negative. Shot in the bathroom of a local gay 
bar with volunteer models and a volunteer photographer, the images are the most risqué 
presented by AIDS Calgary to date. After the success of the Put a Condom on Your 
Cowboy blitz, “piggy-backed” with the AIDS Committee of Toronto last year, the new 
campaign is a radical departure for the agency. Created in partnership with The Idea 
Machine, the series of ads takes a “gloves off” approach to getting the love-gloves on—or 
at least getting people to think about it. 


In one shot, the rear of a male’s head is visible at crotch-level of another, held in place 
by a firm hand. The caption reads, “Have a sucking good time”. In another image, two 
males are locked in a backwards embrace in a bathroom stall, possibly—but not explic- 
itly—engaged in anal sex. A beer and a condom are visible on the toilet tank. Its caption 
is “Sperm of the moment”. 


Perhaps the most controversial ad in the series was the one that appeared in the June 
2003 issue of Outlooks. Captioned “Enjoy a good licking”, it featured a laughing, shirtless 
male, his face apparently covered in ejaculate. 


All three ads also feature the words “Use your head” in the lower right-hand corner 
of the image presented. 


“| love that tagline, ‘Use your head’,” Morton enthuses when it’s mentioned. “This is 
about thinking about it. This is about thinking of sex and sexuality and being 
safe—without fear and without judgment.” 


Nonetheless, despite the noble intent behind the ads, the one that featured the semen 
“facial” resulted in the greatest amount of negative feedback. In and out of the commu- 
nity, the “Enjoy a good licking” advertisement drew a flood of complaint calls to Outlooks’ 
head office. Unfortunately, when referred to AIDS Calgary, as per the agency’s request, 
few followed through in voicing their concerns any further. 


“This is a learning experience, and the feedback we get in the community is always 


great,’ says Morton. “We're not trying to do gratuitous sex here—that's not our inten- 
tion. Our intention is to educate and make people think about it.” 


Somewhat surprising to Morton is the fact that the majority of the calls received came 
from younger members of the community, upset that the images presented reinforced a 
damaging, negative stereotype. “The thing is, our research has told us that it’s the younger 
gay men who don’t think they're at risk,’ she says. “There really is a generation gap.” 


Of the age groups in Calgary's GLBT community, the over-thirty population seems to 
be the least offended by the campaign’s explicit imagery. Having lived through the crisis 
and watched friends die, it is likely that older gay men are more willing to accept or even 
embrace a strong message if it means new infections can be prevented. 


Morton is in agreement with this assessment. “We had heard from Health Canada and 
other good sources that the message was just not getting through. Researchers 
throughout North America and Europe are saying that men are getting tired of hearing 
about AIDS, that they’re tired of ‘scare’ messages.” 


Indeed, much of the information gathered on “condom fatigue” and the decline in safer- 
sex practices indicates that cautionary tales are less effective than other methods in the 
battle against new HIV/AIDS infections. Before the genesis of the current campaign, AIDS 
Calgary enlisted the services of Broad-based Consulting to conduct a survey entitled 
“Strategies and Approaches for Improving the Sexual Well-being of Men Who Have Sex 
with Men in Calgary”. A special focus group was also assembled at the 2003 Gay Men’s 
Health Summit. 


“The feedback we received told us that our messages need to be bold, explicit, exciting 
and sexual,” Morton says. “Safer sex is, for us, the primary message, but in the population 
it’s secondary to the message that it’s okay to be gay, that we're not judging what you do 
and that you should be having a good time.” 


Armed with this knowledge, members of the AIDS Calgary team and representatives 
of The Idea Machine set about the task of visually fleshing out their concept. According 
to Morton, materials gathered from organizations around the world at an international 
AIDS conference held in Barcelona, Spain, last year were of great assistance in defining 
their approach. 


“The images we made here in Calgary are remarkably tame compared to the ones we 
brought back,’ Morton stresses. “Actually, when | saw our finished product | wanted them 
to be even more explicit, but | think the message is there.” 


As a means of assessing the effectiveness of that message and of the campaign itself, 
AIDS Calgary has been conducting evaluations at community functions such as Apollo 
Friends in Sport events and the Alberta Rockies Gay Rodeo Association’s annual rodeo 
recently. “We've had quite a bit of positive feedback,’ Morton reports. “People are still 
afraid to talk about sex to some extent, so if we can push those conversations then we're 
doing something good.” 


With the most recent ad making its appearance in this issue of Outlooks, it’s clear that, 
at least for the time being, the conversations—and debate—will continue. For Katherine 
Morton, that prospect is an exciting one. 


“Obviously abstinence is the highest form of harm reduction and is realistic for some. 
However, it’s not realistic for everyone,’ she says. “People meet, people have 
sex—sometimes on the spur of the moment. What we're trying to do is get people to 
make informed and conscious choices about what in their lifestyle is safer sex.” 


If you have feedback on the campaign that you would like to share with the AIDS 
Calgary Awareness Association, you may e-mail the agency at: info@aidscalgary.org If you 
would prefer to voice your opinions over the phone, Katherine Morton can be reached 
by calling the main switchboard at (403) 508-2500 and asking for extension | 12. vV 
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(left and below) Queer Eye for 
the Straight... Goat? re 
Working makeover magic in the infield. 


(above and right) 
Partners in 
Patriotism 
Flying'the flags of the 
participating IGRA 
nations. 


(above) A Solemn Moment 
Remembering those who Have passed: 


“(left and below) 
Getting Down with lt 
Showing the stock who's bass. 


(above) A Barrel of 
Fun 


é Kicking up some dust on 
(below)Git Back Here, the first day of competition. 


Little Dogie! 
Ropin’ and ridin’ under the 
(figally!} hot Alberta sun. 


(vight) Giving 
Dar a Run 
for the Title 
Mad cow couture 
at-CRIR 2003. 


(below) The Summer ‘03 desu = 
Collection = 2 
Colourfal and camp at Symon’s Valley 


(right) Sunny 
Smile 

ARGRA Treasurer 
Alan Frank seems 
pleased with this 
year’s weather as 
he welcomes 
people to the 
Saturday morning 
pancake breakfast. 


(below) Home Sweet Homo 
Boot Boys Bath Shop's well 
appointed campsite. 


(right) Food, Glorious 


Food! 3 
Feeding hungry cowpokes—and <3 
“poke-ettes'—under a big Alberta « 

(above)Waterboy sky. Be 


“Friends” help Steve cool off in the 
blistering heat 
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Canadian 2003 


All-Around Winners: 


Lori A. (ARGRA) 
Rob D. (ARGRA) 


Bareback Bronc 
Women: No winner for 2003 
Men: Richard McK (ARGRA) 


Battel Racing 
Women: Tammy H. (ARGRA) 
Men: Ken P. (CGRA) 


Break-Away Roping 


Women: Ty T. (CGRA) 
Ment: Rob D (ARGRA) 


Cali Roping On Foot 


Women: Bronwin P. (ARGRA) 
Men: Brian H. (AGRA) 


Flag Racing: 
‘Women: Ty T. (GRA) 
_ Men: Chuck B. (GRA) 


Pole Bending 


Women: Tammy Hl. (ARGRA) 
Men: Rob D. ‘nap 


Steer Riding 
Women: Anne-Marie C, (ARGRA) 
Men: Troy B. (ARGRA) Le 


HONEY PENNS ‘2 


OUTLOQKS ume 


Ron D, Biake 


Wild-Dras Races | instinct 
Ken P,, Ty D., David W. (cna All Around Camp A 
A | Hank, Lori. (RGRAY 
Bull Riding sec eanee: 
Women: Anne-Marie €. (ARGRA) ll Around 
Men: No winner fer 2003. beet yall 
‘Men: Rob D. (AGRA). 
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Support our 
ativertisers. 


They make Outlooks 
possible. 
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Kate Keough 


Ram Realty 


Independently Owned and Operated 


kkeough@telus.net 


Need Advice? 
Call the 


State Of 
The Art 
Hairloss 
Prevention & 
Hair 
Restoration 
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www. hairloss.com, falberta 
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DONT YOU WISH? 


This 20-year-old enjoys 
hanging out with 
friends and has a | 
Strong interest in 
Dhotography and ~~ 
computers. He plans on 
going back to school 
next year to become a. 
computer technician. 


Photographed by Graham Major . 


800.387.1240 Tico #200710 
rainbowhighvacations.com 


Gay & Lesbi: 


Impressions Art Show 
1 Night - Saturday, October 18th, 7:00pm 
Heavens Fitness resource 
738 11th Avenue S.W. 
Proceeds to GLCSA support 
Free Admission 


education 


networking 


403.234.8973 
#206, 223-12 Ave SW . Calgary AB . T2R 0G9 
www.gicsa.org 


March to a different drummer this August while Mars, Uranus, Neptune and even 
Mercury all retrograde. Retrogrades change the course of things. Tables will turn and 
paths will shift. Good thing too, comrade—iife is much more interesting when viewed 
from a different position. How about prone? 


ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 


There is no telling what the planets will deliver to you this August, rainbow Rambo. 
You'll experience a party punch concoction of pals, pleasure and places yet to be explored. 
The only thing that is guaranteed is that there are no guarantees. Will your summer end 
with a lurid Wilde romance? Will it involve zippered leather masks and Velveeta? We can 
only hope so... 


TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 


Queer Bulls are apt to get off course professionally this August as a rampage of retro- 
grading planets will have other plans for you. Randy rollicking compadres will tempt you 
to ignore long-term professional goals as they set you on a different orbit in an entirely 
different galaxy. But before you blast off, check to see if the accommodations are to your 
liking. Twin beds? Fuggetaboutit! 


GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 


August will have a way over over-exposing your cinematic debut. Pink Twins may be 
trying too hard or may be too trying rather than too hard. Retrograde Mars and Uranus 
will make your every move earthshaking and upending, especially around those in power. 
Will you break a few eggs? You can stir it into a fluffy omelette if you can toss off your 
yolks and get cooking! 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 


Although pink Crabs will seem to lack confidence this August, this is only a charade. 
You actually possess great hidden reserves of power and the month-long parade of retro- 
grade planets can help you wrench open up a few locked boxes of treasure for you. The 
world is your oyster and every speck of dirt is a potential pearl. Create a strand and lets 
see how cultured it is. 


LEO (JULY 24 -AUGUST 23) 


A few missteps may have you thinking that you have lost your intuitive capability—but 
that is all nonsense, proud Lion. It is just that you have your head in the clouds and cannot 
see all the potholes with all these retrograding planets? Although your pick of the litter 
may ultimately be the runt, there is much to recommend the pint-sized version. Size 
doesn’t matter. Or does it...? 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 


Queer Virgins will have the gift of gab, at least until Mercury retrogrades and turns their 
bon mots into old cheese. You had better make your case before the 28th, honey; quickly 
set a new course, go in a new direction and meet new people. Who knows? This August 
may bring a new perspective on old relationships. Out with the old and in with the new? 
How about just plain Out? 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 


There will be more than meets the eye when all these planets retrograde through your 
chart this August. Some folks think gay Libras are all surface and no depth, but you'll prove 
the skeptics wrong. Both retrograding Mars and Uranus will show how deep one can 
probe before they hit bedrock. Prepare to break a few drill bits in the process. Ahem... 
anyone we know?! 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 


Fun can take on a netherworldly life of its own this August so be warned, proud Scorp. 
You take things to excess and enough may never be enough. As you party hearty, retro 
Mars and Uranus will have a few surprises that may come as a shock to you. Your antics 
may spill over into your homelife if you're not careful. Or maybe, just maybe, it was all 
part of the plan? 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 


The ground will continue to tremble as August brings a new emphasis on home and 
family issues. Proud Archers will have a few dramatic changes in mind when they purchase 
a demolition ball, but | can think of better things to do with hard balls. Let the clouds 
clear and allow heated emotions to settle down before you take action. And maybe the 
best action is inaction, hmmm? 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 


Hang on while mysteries unravel and secrets are revealed. You Pink Caps will experi- 
ence a very exciting August as a gaggle of retrograding planets ignites your imagination, 
inflames your speech and blasts your thoughts and opinions globally. Contemplate your 
next move, darlings, and weigh your words before you bleat. You want to make a strong 
shout, not a weak whisper. 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19) 


You think you look fabulous but, with retro Neptune in your sign, it is best to ask the 
opinion of a trusted advisor before you venture out. A bunch of retrograde planets will 
have Aqueerians wondering why their best moves do not quite do the trick. If you fail to 
please, don’t panic: wait until others discover your true genius on their own. Tell them to 
pack a magnifying glass. 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 


There may be a tendency to squander your efforts this August when Uranus, Mars, 
Neptune, Pluto and Mercury will retrograde and stir your pot into a feeding frenzy. 
Guppies will think they are on top of things, but the planets will have a way of making 
them the bottom. Don't drive yourself crazy trying to control the forces. Lie back and 
enjoy the rest of the summer. Bring on the tanning oil! 
© 2003 MADAM LICHTENSTEIN, LLC., All Rights Reserved. For Entertainment Purposes 
Only. Cruise www. TheStarryEye.com for prescient horoscopes and insightful articles. Madam 
is the author of the highly acclaimed “HerScopes; A Guide To Astrology For Lesbians” from 
Simon & Schuster. This book would have won the Pulitzer had the voting not been rigged. 
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LP VERERE EVE BRN SITS VESTER EDI 


cele Uke uP freine 


Stay at Calgary's best Gay owned Bed & 
Breakfast. Offering more amenities than 
any other Bed & Breakfast in Calgary. 


These luxuries are offered at exceptional 
prices and with wonderful service from 
your great hosts. 


Find private/ensuite bathrooms, jetted 
tubs, fireplaces, king beds, digital cable, 
high speed internet and many other First 
Class amenities. 


Please call or visit our website for details. Fj 


sa as : . o 
17 Collins Street Yarmouth, Nova Scotia \) a www.gaywestways.com ad (902) 357-2155 


Free 1-866-798- mn 1s fi ; RR# 2 Kingsboro, PEI 
Toll-Free 1-866-798-0929 i] Aiberta's first and most luxurious A conned 


7 > F “ j 
Cipertence a sway off Life F Come relax in our ‘New’ 32 jet 216-25 Ave SW 4 Experience 7 Miles of Adventure and 
: , hot tub on our private deck. Calgary, Alberta Baniance onidiasin load Reach 


www.charlesrichardshouse.ns.ca eS Clothing optional. (403) 229-1758 


~The House on McGill~ 
) - Cirea 1894 - A cozy bed & breakfast in the heart of Toronto. 
10 Monticth pe tonto, ON : 110 McGill Street Toronto, ON 
_www.burwood.ca . 2 8 www. mcgillbb.ca 
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ye Feiched at Toll- Free Phone: 1-877- 580-5015 ~ Email: megillbb@ifiterlog. com 
VASE Ls 5 7 Fi Ys WANE ss FG FMA Dts 
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Liat eal) | CANADA'S FINEST ALL MALE HOTEL c : 


“ dito. 


Gay B&B with the pleasures 


of a resort 
42 ROOM HOTEL 


AIR-CONDITIONED SAUNA . STEAM 


swimming pool PRIVATE BATHROOMS JACUZZI 
TELEVISION . VIDEOS COMMUNAL SHOWERS 


hot tub % BOUTIQUE . TELEPHONES ROOFTOP TERRACE 
sauna CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST : BAR . GARDEN . PATIO p 
| | Wid & break fbs 


clothing optional 
547 Oxford Avenue, Kelowna BC V14 7L4 


close to ski slopes ) : \. : 
open all year ' : KY Kelowna's Central Gay B&B 
huge breakfasts : , - 1/2 block from the beach 
warm hospitality  — - Short walk to downtown 


i 


oe Be 8 E : { - Private sun deck and sauna 
Faace i 3 oR. ao - Private or shared bath options 
' eee ee el ee . i - Pet friendly $75 Double 
reserve toll-free: . 
wee. auxberges.ca N introductory rates 


Laie Gian AUBERGE DU CENTRE VILLEINC. [9 250-762-3738 
email: welcome@the-flags.org | 1070, RUE MACKAY, MONTREAL H3G 2H1 (514) 918-9393 (800) 668-6253 S springbuck@shaw. ea 
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PEREIRA 


Led TERE SONG LC ERSZLE Tae 


SSE TO Ft a aes (SEE SP. NE WR PR AE RR 


WANT TO INCLUDE YOUR B&B IN 
OUTLOOKS? 
CONTACT KEVIN TOLL-FREE AT 
1-888-228-1157 OR BY EMAIL: 
MAIN@OUTLOOKS.CA 


UN ATA ASS 


See LEO A 


Victorian Elegance 
in the Heart of Ottawa 


Birken, be 


Worship the Sun & 
Rejuvenate Your Soul 


Feaceful ~ Playful ~ Private 
Cabins or Camping 


604-452-3255 


online reservations 
now available 


282 Somerset St. West Ottawa, ON K2P 0JG 
: (G13) 236-9309 


visit our website at www-innonsomerset.com . 
FZ TR EN 
We don't need to tell you we're the ‘best’ — 


YOU TOLD US! 


Calgary's Favourite Gay B&B 
1725 - 12 Street SW Calgary, AB 403-244-6693 
www. thefoxwood. com 


Man sion 


‘ loacostor Su ware )') 
. Z quare, 


Birkenhead Resort] 


WW W.BIRKENHEADRESORTS.BIZLAND.COM 
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By Dale Smith 


"LSA KUDROW —- DORIS ROBERTS 


Directed by: Julie Davis 


From: Lion’s Gate Home 
Entertainment 


Running Time: 95 minutes 
Release Date: 2000 


How many times has this happened to 
you? Your straight-couple friends conspire 
to set you up with another gay friend of 
theirs, simply because you're both gay and 
“so funny” that they assume you'll hit it off. 
Which, of course, you don’t. That's how All 
Over The Guy gets started. Jackie (Sasha 
Alexander) and Brett (Adam Goldberg) 
meet for the first time and click. As they 
start dating, they decide to set up their 
mutual gay best friends. Tom (Richard 
Ruccolo) and Eli (Dan Bucatinsky, who also 
wrote and co-produced the film), but the 
pair doesn’t hit it off on their blind date. 
Tom, a borderline alcoholic, is a special 
needs teacher, while Eli is a neurotic 
journalist, and the son of two therapists 
(his mother played by the never-disap- 
pointing Andrea Martin). 


But when Tom and Eli bump into each 
other again later in the week, something 
starts to happen. Each realizes that maybe 
the other person isn’t as bad as they 
thought, and that they share common 
ground in their traumatic childhood 
stories. And while Jackie and Brett's 
romance speeds along, Tom and Eli keep 
fighting the possibility of theirs the whole 
way. Tom is a commitment-phobe who 
keeps pulling Eli in, only to push him away 
again. Eli is overly critical of people, 
especially of their vocabulary. Brett and 
Jackie counsel the pair that perhaps they're 
looking for “The One” in all the wrong 
ways, that maybe the fact that the other 
person isn’t making them weak in the knees 
is a sign that they can develop a far more 
mature relationship than one based on 


physical attraction. The question poses 
itself though, when Jackie complains to 
Brett that “The gays are so picky”. Is that 
an admission that maybe she settled for 
Brett rather than waiting for her “The 
One,” or is it about not looking for the 
finished product? 


The continuing saga of meet-up/break- 
up between Tom and Eli reaches its climax 
at Jackie and Brett’s wedding, where Eli is 
Brett’s best man and Tom is Jackie’s “Man of 
Honour”. Between the fighting and the 
making up, the ending can be taken as is, or 
one might view the destiny of the relation- 
ship more ambiguously. 


Some of All Over The Guy's greatest 
strengths lie in its indie roots, where a host 
of cameos and supporting actors add a 
little more to the movie because we see 
them in roles that they don’t often do in 
their “day jobs”. One such appearance is 
Doris (Everybody Loves Raymond) Roberts 
as a receptionist at the STD clinic. Lisa 
Kudrow and Christina Ricci both make 
appearances, but my vote still goes to 
Andrea Martin for her brilliant comedic 
tone and styling. The film also gets to trash 
some of the bigger-budget Hollywood gay 
films, and most notably rips into In & Out 
on several occasions. 


While | didn’t find this movie to be the 
happy romantic comedy that it is billed to 
be, it had a lot more depth and exploration 
than your typical rom-com, and for that | 
was grateful. The way the characters played 
and responded to head games was identifi- 
able with the gay dating scene, and it 
honestly affected my emotional state for 
the next day. Certainly enjoyable, with 
more than a few good laughs thrown in. 


Funniest Scene: 


Eli's mother (Andrea Martin) 
hurling epithets at the television as 
it’s about to play In & Out for the 
second time in as many days, starting 
with “We hated this movie!” and 
culminating in shouting a big “F*** 
You!” at the screen. 


This review sponsored by: 


2100 4th St SW Calgary 
244-4502 


They make Outlooks possible. 
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And the panned played on 


By Gerard MacMullin 


A long, expensive and often bitter dispute over the depiction of same-sex parents in 
children’s books has ended with a whimper. 


The Surrey School Board, which spent over a million dollars waging a six-year battle 
against gay positive books, has quietly voted in favour of adding two texts to the reading 
list for primary school students. 


The dramatic reversal comes after the board re-imposed its controversial ban on three 
children’s books in June—a move which defied the spirit of a landmark ruling by the 
Supreme Court of Canada. 


Last December, the high court ruled in favour of Surrey schoolteacher James 
Chamberlain and other litigants, saying the book ban violated the School Act’s requirement 
for equal respect to all. But the ruling didn’t order the books be added to the curriculum; 
rather, it directed the school board to reconsider its decision on non-religious grounds. 


Surrey did reconsider the three books—Asha’s Mums, Belinda’s Bouquet, and One Dad, Two 
Dads, Brown Dads, Blue Dads—and, in a move that caught everyone by surprise, it banned 
the books again. The board said the new prohibition was based not on religion or 
homosexuality, but spelling, grammar, insensitivity to body image issues and discrimination 
again white fathers. 


Reaction was so fast and so furious that the school board completely reversed its stance 
and suddenly dropped its long-standing opposition. The six-year fight was over. 


Chamberlain thinks bad press probably influenced the change of heart. 


“| think the sudden announcement... had a lot to do with damage control on the part 
of the school board, because they were taking a lot of flack in the media all across Canada 
for the re-banning of the books,” he says. “And they had to look to be doing something 
progressive.” 


Even the staid Vancouver Sun reacted with a lead editorial titled “Surrey school board 
perverts the law's intent”. The paper wondered whether Surrey might next censor Mother 
Goose, since the nursery rhyme so “obviously discriminates against human mothers”. 


The whirlwind developments followed a reopening of an often bitter debate on whether 
the concept of same-sex parents is appropriate for students in kindergarten and grade 
one. Supporters and opponents jammed school board meetings for two consecutive 
nights to have their say. One side sees this as an issue of acceptance and respect, the other 
side says it’s an intrusion on an area of personal morality and parental responsibility. 


But the characterization of the debate as one of parental rights was somewhat 
misleading on two counts. 


First, the real issue is the well-being of children who, by chance rather than choice, are 
members of a family with same-sex parents. If the first priority of a school board is to 
provide a safe learning environment, it seems logical the question of protecting minority 
students—any child perceived as different—should be paramount. 


Chamberlain agrees, but goes one step further. 


“[It’s] also to educate all the other children in the classroom that same-sex families exist 
and that they have equal value to any other form of family,’ he explains. “It’s really about 
moving toward a new vision for all kids, about who same-sex families are and what they're 
all about.” 


Secondly, it appears parents may be more comfortable with the issue than the trustees 
who represent them. “I’ve taught in seven different schools in Surrey, and the families have 
been overwhelmingly supportive from school to school to school,’ Chamberlain says. 
“Twenty of twenty-two families from my classroom read the books; seventeen of them 
signed a petition...[and] made a presentation to the board in favour of the use of the books 
the night that they were [first] banned. There were no presentations in opposition,” he 
recalls. 


“Pm hoping we can move forward with this in Surrey and that we can leave the litiga- 
tion process behind us,” he adds. 


Two books depicting same-sex families are now on the reading list. Who's in a Family, by 
Robert Skutch, describes a variety of family units including single, divorced, mixed-race and 
gay and lesbian parents. All of the families featured in the second book, A Family Alphabet 
have gay or lesbian parents. 


The three books that were the subjects of the historic legal battle remain banned. W 


Gerard MacMullin is a writer/broadcaster who lives in Vancouver’s West End. 
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Convenient locations to serve you- 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week 


We take great pride in offering services and products 
to meet the needs of every family 


British Columbia 


Sands Funeral Chapel! 
(Duncan) 

187 Trunk Road 

Duncan, BC V9L-2P1 

(604) 746-5212 


Avaton Surrey 
Funeral Home 
13288 108 Avenue 
Surrey, BC VOR 1/0 
Phone: {604} 581-4401 


Sands Funeral Chapel Sands Funeral Chapel 
(Nanaimo) {€olwood) 

7 Newcastfe Avenue 317 Coldstream Avenue 
Nanaime, BC V8S 4H6 Colwood, BC V9B-2W? 

(250) 753-2032 (604) 478-3821 


Valley View 
Funeral Home 
14660 72nd Avenue 
Surrey, BE V3S ZE7 
(604) 596-8866 


1755 Davie Street, Vancouver, BC V6G 1W5 
Phone: 604.682.1831 * Fax: 604.682.3546 
Toll Free: 1.800.661.7887 

Web: www.rpbhotels.com 

Email: sands @rpbhotels.com 


member of GLBA 
proud sponsor of WESA 


Richmond 
Funeral Home 
8420 Cambie Road 
Richmond, BC V&X 1K1 
(604) 273-3748 


Sands Funeral Chapel 


(Victoria) 

1803 Quadra Street 
Victoria, BC V8T-4B8 
(250) 388-5155 


Rooms Include 
* Continental Breakfast 
¢ Hair Dryers 
* Coffee Makers 
¢ Pay per view movies 
* Nintendo 
* Irons & Ironing Boards 


Other Hotel Features 
¢ A Fitness Room 
* Sauna 
* Two Lively Bars 
* A Great Restaurant 
* Room Service 


The Bayside Lounge 
Enjoy Vancouver’s best 
loved Martini Bar 
overlooking English Bay 
or Checkers Bar & Grill, 
our own Sports Bar. 


esthetix centre /) 


A DIVISION OFTHE COSMETIC Ase EIN CENTRE 


ye you age is matter of,choicc... 


tions are here 


athe choice is yours 


Introducing 
Massage Therapy 


Botox ' Body Bronzing 
Laser Hair Removal Spider & Varicose Veins 
Liposculpture Hair Transplantation 


No referrals needed 


Safe - Effective - Affordable 
Dr. Louis Grondin, Medical Director 


4th floor, 
1504 - 15Ave. S.W., Calgary (403) 802-3809 


www.cosmeticlaservein.com 


PRIAPE 


CANADA'S FAVOURITE GAY STORE 


S 

N > 4 
=< " N 

SAL 


AUGUST IS3° AUSUST I9in, 29903 
| up to 50% 


Come and. See us/ 


OUR OPENING HOURS ARE: 
LEATHER CLEANERS Monday to Friday 12h00 PM to 9h00 PM 
Saturday 710h00 AM to 9h00 PM 
Sunday 12h00 PM to 6h00 PM 


Phote @ Rebeit Laliberte 


1322 17th ave SW, Calgary (Ab) T2T 0C3 « Tel.: (403) 215-1800 « Fax: (403) 215-1801 
Back entrance on the 16th ave, look for the door with a ¥ on it. 
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Juty 6 Disco Crooze KNIGHTS OF MALTA Mr. StupD 
CRUISEYT COmpPETITION 

DUFFERIN HOTEL 
(left) All Homos on Deck 


The crowd is primed to conquer the (ahem) 

straights... (right) Supreme 
Courtiers 

Pat Tucker and Brent Covey 
on hand to lend their judging 
skills to the event. 


(left) And if 


You Had a 

Choice 
Between 
World Peace 
and... 
M.C Paige Turner 

(below) Here’s Yer (below) Taking a Cue grills the 

Smile! From Ginger Grant contestants. 

Randy offers a bit of Bringing some much-needed 

seafaring goodwill to the glamour to the proceedings 

camera. were lovelies Robin Graves, 


2 

(above) If You’re Here Then Who's 
Spinning? 

DJs extraordinaire Tracey D and zach Shores take 
time out from the ‘tables to enjoy the cruise. 


Carlotta Gurl and Hope 
Diamond, seen here with a 
couple of gentleman callers. 


(right) It’s All About 


Planning an event in Vancouver? the Accessories 
Contact Barry at A very happy Mikey, newly 
(604) 685-1377 and he'll see about crowned Mr. Stud. 


covering it in Out & About. 
Photos By: Barry Piersdorff. 


(left) Caving In 

Mike and Ginga explore the lower 
grotto... good thing they at least 
decided to wear shoes! 


CAMPING OQuT 
SHADOW FALLS 


(left) Wildlife 
Sighting 
Nekkid and 
natural in a 
beautiful 
setting—Mother 
Nature would be 
proud! 


(right) Au 
Naturel 
Kenton and 
Randy enjoy the 
scenery, and each 
other's company, 
at the upper falls. 


(above) Bare Emotion 
A pair of happy campers explore the 
joys of “clothing optional” camping. 


(right) Don’t 
Let Us Catch 


a ee 


' You in That 
Z After Lab 
(above) Absolute Discretion Day! pete 


Miss West Enp SLo-pitcH The gents takes steps—or at least raise their knees—to make this 


Miss Pumpjack, a 
portrait G-rated. Pe) 


vision in white, 
ASSOCIATION COMPETITION takes time out of 
SONAR her busy schedule 


to hug an admirer. 


(right) The Task at Hand 
Carlotta Gurl gets into a bit of 
hair-raising action on the stage. 


(left) Where Top that, Miss WESA contestants! 
the Hell is 


That 
Contact?! 
Working the floor, 
literally, at the 
Miss WESA 


Pageant. 


(right) Simply 
ws Irresistable 


Miss Dufferin works it for (left) Licorice Whip 
. , 
(Above) A Glowing Moment the crowd, proving once pe Anyone? 
M.C. Bill Monroe congratulates Miss Numbers and for all that a thing of a aay z Carlotta Gurl, looking like a 
on her victory. beauty is a joy for... (below) Two Drinks, Two whole lotta delish, vamps 
awhile! Smiles, Two Hair-dos, Two (rte aes. ‘ 
Tits... 


A Sesame Street moment brought to 


u by Michelle and her pal... and th 
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REVIEW 


Cyber-sipping 


Not so long ago, in a land not so far away, several friends and | were discussing how much 
we loathed long-winded wine columns, the kind found in high-end gourmet magazines. “Awful”, 
“pretentious”, “overwrought” came the comments, as we indiscriminately quaffed something 


wet and delish from France. 


“| really can’t relate,” one companion said sloppily. “The only things | know about ‘nose’ and 
‘bouquet’ are Barbra Streisand and Martha Stewart.’ After we acknowledged that the only 
thing said friend knew about wine was how to swallow it, and that the aforementioned divas 
were indeed bitches, we tossed around the idea that a low-rent approach to liquor reviews 
would be a more sensible way to go. 


Enter concept, stage right. 


“You know who should write liquor columns?” one pal asked the front of his sweater. “Drag 
queens.” 


Enter eureka, stage left. 


We all agreed that a queen turned loose with a pen and a bottle of anything could be quite 
a bit of fun. After all,a drag queen without booze is like a movie nazi without a monocle. As 
the evening advanced and we regressed, the idea seemed somehow to make more and more 
sense. Even if we didn’t. 


As the only one in our party with any appropriate experience (not drinking but drag—even 
deep in “retirement”, a pink Chanel suit occupies the space | left vacant in the closet years ago) 
| volunteered to try out our idea. The decision was unanimous: | would approach some gay- 
friendly liquor companies and pitch them on helping us out. Though the-initial concept we 
discussed called for some sort of adventure or activity to go along with the beverage of choice, 
| decided that on the first time out the experiment would have to involve something close to 
home. Or, preferably, in it. 


The libation we selected for our inaugural run was Amarula Cream, a tasty little bev with 
spiritually historical roots (literally, on the roots) and an aspect of social consciousness to it. 
Apparently, a corporation known as the Distell Group supports up to 60,000 people in Africa 
through the harvesting of Marula fruit, the base ingredient in Amarula Cream. As the harvest 
season only occupies about six weeks of the year, the company has also involved tribal chiefs 
in their efforts to create sustainable development, including the production of health food 
products from the Marula nut. The fruit used to create Amarula Cream is also widely believed 
to possess aphrodisiac qualities, so for the “maiden voyage” we thought it might be fun to tipple 
this yummy concoction and try to flirt in a chatroom. 


| knew that a chatroom of any sort would do the trick—and also be full of potential ones. 
Armed with a bottle of this arousing elixir, | logged on to shamelessly flirt and proclaim the 
virtues of the product, choosing the “handle” Marulachick for my mission. | was instantly set 
upon by others in the room and told “This is the boys’ room, you know!” It was like elemen- 
tary school all over again. 


“| ama boy,’ | retorted. “And I’m drinking a magical 
potion with aphrodisiac qualities.” 


“What are you drinking?” Someone named 
naughtyvern asked. Odd, | didn’t think anyone named 
Vern was capable of being naughty. At least not to the 
extent that they'd advertise it, anyway 


“Amarula Cream” 


“What are you wearing?” A very forward person called GRnT 
added 


“Amarula Cream.” 


The room didn’t quite understand this response, but | was 
having difficulty typing and drinking all at once. While they puzzled 
over my response, | ran to the kitchen to wipe myself off. “Let's talk 
wood,” | said upon return. 


“You got wood?” GRnT ventured. Gotcha! 


“No, not me specifically, but the Marula tree is really amazing—it 
cannot be cultivated by man and only grows in the subequatorial 
regions of Africa.” 


“Shut up,’ wrote a chatter whose name was mostly numbers. 
It always amazes me when someone uses that term in a 
chatroom—wouldn’t “stop typing” make more sense? 


Undaunted, | entered:“Oh, this is delicious and tangy on 


the tongue,’ hoping to get things rolling again. 

“Ooooh, what is it?!” A newcomer asked, 
obviously not knowing that | was talking liqueur here. 
Pervert. He then asked how big | was. 


“Twenty-six ounces,” | answered. 
He logged off—perhaps to go to the AA room. 


| tried a different tack. “There is nothing more 
intimidating than a sexually aroused African elephant,” 
| typed, eager to start a discussion about how droves 
of peckish (and horny?) pachyderms flock to the 
Marula in search of satisfaction. Apparently they'll 
ram the trunks of the trees until the fruit drops, then 
feast upon it for as long as they're able. 


Dead silence in the room. 


No one, it seemed, wanted to touch that one with 
a pole of any length. Then suddenly, a “gentleman” 
called Hindenburg suddenly launched into a 
lengthy—and “girthy’—description of his endow- 
ment. On paper, or at least onscreen, his credentials 
did sound impressive. Remembering a bit of history, | 
started typing “Ever get a burning sensation when you 
p—”. Hindenburg took off before | could finish my 
sentence, or launch into my tale of how the Marula tree is known as the “marriage tree” 
because of the fruit’s aphrodisiac effect, and that many weddings are still performed beneath 
them. 


For a moment it was looking hopeless, but then the room started to fill up. The last airing 
of syndicated Will & Grace episodes must've wrapped for the night. By this time | was quite 
giddy—and amourous. | decided to make a drinking game based on doing a shot every time 
someone with “boi” in their nickname entered the chatroom. | was nearly through the bottle 
in no time. 


A chatter named FamousFive entered the room. | couldn’t figure out if that meant he was 
a fan of Enid Blyton books or just well known for having a below-average sized penis. It seemed 
inappropriate to ask such a question, so | did. | was becoming bolder by the drop. 


“Pig,” he responded 


“Pygmy,” | countered. | wanted to tell everyone in the room that Pygmies actually shared 
my fondness for Amarula Cream, even though such a claim was entirely untrue. 


Once again, someone asked me how big | was. 


“Bigger than Jesus,” | replied, stealing the Beatles quote. Completely out of context | was 
feeling saucy now, in every sense. 


“He wasn't that big)’ boyO69boy retorted. Great—a biblical scholar with a penchant for 
smut. 


“lam big,” | typed, trying my best to make the keyboard sound like Norma Desmond in 
Sunset Boulevard, “it’s the pictures that got sall. Smal. Small.” 


“You're getting tipsy;’ boyO69boy observed. Correction: a biblical scholar with a firm grasp 
of the obvious. 


“Don't forget hoerny,’ | responded. 


It appeared that my typing skills were beginning to suffer, so | started to try using 
specific—and short—phrases to catch people's attention. “Plump, fleshy fruit, anyone?” | 
inquired. | was told to go to the Chubby Chasers room. Bitches. 


“Sclerocarrya birrea—anyone interested in hearing about it?” | asked, thinking people would 
be fascinated in learning the Marula tree's Latin name. 


“GO TOTHE CLINIC!” GRnT ‘yelled’. Sigh. 


By the end of the bottle, my contributions to the room were reduced to phrases like 
“Amarula sdgfgrvett4te” and “Amarula dgdfffffftfffffffff “. Oh, well—at least | was getting the 
name right. 


I'm not entirely sure how things progressed from there—that’ll teach me to not eat before 
“going to work’. In fact, I’m not even sure how | logged off that night... In the aftermath of 
the experiment, it seemed that perhaps there was something more to be explored with our 
original concept, although | made it clear that | was not interested in any further participation. 
For the next round, a limousine-load of go-go boys, a queen or two and a few bottles of 
Bacchus-knows-what could be in order, but at this point it’s hard to say. I’m trying to stick with 
the tougher decisions right now, such as do | want to put frozen peas or frozen corn on the 
aching wasteland that is my head. Stay tuned... W 
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The price cot fabulous away from Toronto you go, the bigger the | 


By Rick Mathews 


Feverishly hot: Scarlett shares a little heat with 


want value. So 
the crowd 


thought I'd check 

out this party- 
planning gig. Who plans these events? Where does the money go? 
And what does it take to put on one of these things? The answer, | 
would later discover, is more complicated than | thought. 


| first sat down with Darren Bryant. He seemed like an obvious | 


interview choice because lately his name has been attached to more 
parties than a Vodka sponsor: “The Candy Ball’, the recent Queer As 
Folk party and the VIP launch of a swank new condo development on 


Wellesley. He’s one of a small army of event planners in Toronto } 


vying for a piece of the gay party scene. 


We agree to meet for a mid-morning coffee and | come armed ¢ 


with the intention of nailing it to him to get the real story. He arrives 
on time and is warm and charming. | know I’ve got my work cut out 
for me—especially after | learn he’s been at this for seven years. We 
muddle with idle chit-chat before | start asking him about money. 


“Most people have no idea how much it costs to put on an event” 
he says, “or the amount of time and effort that goes into these things 
before they happen.” 


Uh huh, right. Never heard that one before. 


| think he senses I’m not convinced and proceeds to tell me about 


~ 
~ 
= 
S 
~~ 
. 
S 
4 
S 
= 
- 
2) 
—_ 
SD 
Ss 
N 
~ 
= 
= 
= 
= 
N 
~ 
* 
= 
=> 
= 
> 
- 
> 


32 August 2003 OUTLOQKS 


I’m in line to buy circuit party tickets circuit party requires a personality that’s © 
at a music store on Church Street, at the part gambler/part optimist. I’m intrigued by 
back of the line and growing more the type of capital Bryant puts on the line to — 
impatient with each passing minute. This follow his passion, but | keep up my poker 
stop is just one task on my very long to- face and sip my lukewarm coffee as he 
do list. | look at the boys as | wait. I’m continues to give me the goods. 


no ass man, but the guy in front of me Apparently, the amount of money 
fills his jeans so nicely I’m distracted promoters make depends on how much 
from my agitation. I finally get to the sponsorship they can drum up. Sponsorship 
counter, ask the twink behind it for a js the golden key. The more they can knock 


ticket and gasp when | see its price tag. off their costs, the better the chances of 
Forty-fivedollars?, My previous bum making an event happen. 


fantasy now a distant memory—| decide 
right then and there that someone’s got 
to get to the bottom of this. Why do 
these damn events cost so much and 
where is my money really going? 


the steps required to make an event ‘sing’. 
First you source a venue, you then find your 
talent and confirm it (and DJs are not cheap: 
it seems the bigger the city and the further 


price tag). By this point, a promoter has | 
already rolled the dice and put his own 
money on the line—it seems spearheading a 


Al Event planner extraordinaire Jaime 
“It’s not as easy as it sounds,” Bryant says. Crouch (left) with Queer As Folk 
“My pitch to get sponsorship from some of costume designer Patrick Antosh 
these companies is just one of hundreds they backstage at Unity 2003 

receive.” For The Candy Ball, Bryant sent out 

seventy silver packages stuffed with his pitch. Hoping the marketing departments had 


I'm not cheap. | can blow through 4 sweet tooth, he also threw in some candy—that may seem tacky but it actually 
cash like a sailor on leave for all kinds of Worked. 


stupid things, but sometimes | lapse into 
accountant fag mode—l 
want answers, | want 
the bottom line and | 


How long does it take to create an event from start to finish? 


“If you push it, planning a party takes a minimum of four to five 
That must be jellyfish—'cause jam months,” he says. Apparently, once you get the dough to move 
don’t shake like that! Donna forward it’s then time to go crazy with promotion: magazine ads, 
Milburn in a costume by Sean a website, posters, flyers and any other innovative trick to bring in 
the crowd. “It takes a minimum of six to eight weeks to properly 
promote and event.” Gay boys a tough sell? Who knew? But if 
it all comes together it can make for a terrific party. The Candy Ball 
was a big success. 


Bryant’s had his share of hits and misses. During a party he threw 
a few years ago, a twenty-minute power failure (which wasn’t their 
% fault) combined with a no-air-conditioning post-blackout, resulted in 
an evening where he just couldn’t get the boys ‘flying high’ again. Yet, 
}] even after all these years, he says he still “gets turned on” by making 
' great parties happen. After listening to him—with my B.S. metre in 
high alert—I believe him, but | still want to know a minimum price 
| tag for a typical event. | finally get my answer—$40,000 to $50,000. 
That’s not small change. 


I’m almost convinced it’s worth it. 


In the interest of good journalism (not to mention that ticket still 
burning a hole in my back pocket), | decide to go at this from 
another angle to ensure I’m getting the straight, or should | say, gay 
goods from behind the scenes. My hunt leads me to Jaime Crouch. 
He’s an event coordinator, much like 
Bryant, but one of the things he’s best ous 

E ; con 
known for is creating the look of a party. © = 
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Crouch creates the “wow-factor”. He’s the man producing 
= the décor and atmosphere performers (that’s event jargon for 
go-go dancers) for some of this year’s biggest Pride parties, including Unity 2003—the 
créme de la créme of big budget gigs. When you walk in the door at one of his parties, 
Crouch wants your jaw to drop. 


When we meet to talk it’s just a few days before Pride descends on Toronto and 
Crouch has a lot on the go. He’s a man on a mission and wants the Unity party to be 
the jewel is his portfolio-crown. He started work on the décor design back in 
February and, with the exception of a small timeout during a SARS-induced venue 
downsize, he hasn’t stopped. Crouch puts men half his age to shame with his abundant 

energy and optimism. 


“Toronto needs a facelift,’ he says. “We 
need to create and we need to keep the 
interest.” 


| listen to him intently, not sure whether 
to be inspired or ask for some extra 
caffeine in my coffee. 


8 If | wasn’t yet convinced it takes tremen- 
| dous effort to make a party happen, | was 
| when Crouch told me his schedule for the 
| day leading up to Unity. He’ll be working 
from 6 a.m. until 8 a.m. (as in the next day). 
And it’s only one of the four events he’s 
involved with. 


“It takes a huge amount of dedication 
and commitment—it’s a huge commit- 
ment,” he says, “This isn’t a party. This is 
work.” | sense his drive and apparent need 
for perfection. 


| ask him if he’s 

t d. “Not at 
| Blue mood: atmosphere Pe says bea a 
performers “Aquamarine” at Unity Bincane y 
2003 : 

Even using the 
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smaller venue for his big moment 
doesn’t phase Crouch—he_ uses 
words like “intimate” and “unique” to 
describe his vision—and his décor 
plans are big. Following the theme of 
“Odyssea: Air + Water’ he’s ordered 
a room of ice furniture for the ‘chill 
lounge’, two massive ice walls (think # 
Igloo with serious style) and two 
huge rain walls to guide you into the 
space. Not to mention a small army 
of workout-inducing dancers (and 
Crouch is adamant with them that 
the only thing permitted to be ‘high’ 
is their position relative to the floor). 
It’s not hard to see this isn’t about 
the bucks for him, and Crouch insists 
it’s worth the money for these 
events. “It’s not like every weekend,” 
he says “here there’s an element of 
thrill and excitement.” 


I’m sold. These guys genuinely love 
what they do. Obviously event 
planning is a business like any other. 
These guys aren't out to just break ° 
even, but maybe it isn’t just about the 
bottom line but putting on a good show. If 
my cheap-to-splurge transformation wasn’t caused by just talking with them, i 
certainly was when | handed over the ticket | bought with the new awareness of where 
my money was going. The wizard seems more impressive when you pull back the 
curtain and realize he’s justa man. W 


All photos in this story by Katerina Shaverova 


a 


a4 eZ 
Alison Joy as “Air” in a costume by 
Patrick Antosh and Joave Clothing 


Rick Mathews is a freelance journalist based in Toronto. With the aim of taking a true 
look at the diversity of the gay community he’s done work for Fab and appeared as a 
guest-host on SoGayTV. 
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PripeE PARADE 
GAY VILLAGE 


(above) From ‘Eh’ to 
Zelda 

One of Canada’s most flamboyant 
restaurateurs, Zelda, giving it her 
all in the name of Pride. 


(below) Tuxedo Junction 

B.C. lesbians celebrate the recent federal 
government decision on same-sex marriage. 
From left: Melinda Roy, Tanya Chambers, Joy 


Masuhara and Jane Hamilton 


(right )Boys 
and Girls 


Club 
Lei, Neil, 


Boyana and 
Scotty clown 
around on the 
route, despite 


the heat 


August 2003 


(above) M-Pressive 
Media darling Mathieu 


Chantelois with hubby Marcello, 
making the most of a festive 
occasion. 


(left) Wildfowl 

The crowd gets its 
“kicks” from, a fabulous 
feathered queen 


OUuTLPQKs 


Me 
Ronei turns up with 
to strut... did that th 


Ducks Unlimited? 


(left) And You 
Thought They 
Couldn’t Get Any 
Better! 

Shira shows off her 
assets! 


Photos by Jason Krell ° 


(left) Awwwww! 
Pretty—and proud. 
pink at the Toronto 
parade. 


(left) Dis(play) Safe 
It’s a bit hot for rubber 
today... maybe wait ‘til 


(left) Cher Loaned It to 


with a protection bond from 


after dark! 


some stuff 
ing come 


(left) The 
White Stuff 
Michelle and Betsy 
pause to grin for 
the cameras. 


in 


(above) For Our Next 
Attraction... 

Preparing the crowd for Round 
Two. 


(above) 


Pec Promenade 


It’s the opposite of gardening: flowers 


on the bottom and rock (hard) on top. 


(left) Bird of Paradise 
Or should that be in 
paradise? An exuberant 
reveller works his costume 
for the appreciative crowd. 


(left) Bay-babes 


Julia Jeffries and Candy 


Bar showing off just a 


wee bit more clothing 
than the models had on! 


PRIDE 
UNDERWEAR 
FASHION 
SHow 

THE BAY 


(above) Theatricality 
Pride just ain’t Pride without 
a whole lot of colour. 


(left) No, We Salute 
You! 

A quick acknowledgement 
for the paparazzi before 
carrying on his way... 


(left) Nerd Power 
The few, the proud, the 
geeky—to quote Lisa 
Simpson. Members of 
an undervalued gay 
minority take to the 
streets. 


(right) Bay Watch 
Proving that white can 
be slimming (whew!) on 
the catwalk. 


(left) I'll Be Brief... 


Stripping down to the bare 


essentials in honour of 
Pride. 


Here is what you may have missed last week on 


SION, We 


| OUTSIDE THE pig 


In The Life, ( Undor The Pink ask joe She Shout, So Gay TV, 

Undressed, Dyke TV, Gimmie Gimmie Gimmie, She Spot, Prisoner: Cell 
Block H, Steamy Knights, Kids In The Hall, Locker Room, Eros, Queer TV, 
The Jack E. Jett Show, So. Graham Norton, In The Life, Queer as Folk, 
Docs Outside the Box, Out In The City, Frisky Femmes, The Secret Life 
of Us, Urban Fitness TV, Fluid, So Fla Q, Brothers, Elvira Kurt, Bump!, 
Undercovers, XXXtreme Heat, Savoir Faire, Pride Visionaries, G Factor, 
Dame Edna, Body and Soul Yoga, What's for Dinner, Because | Said Sol 


..-plus numerous GLBT movies, mae documentaries, musicals 
and specials. 


With new GLBT shows added weekly, 
why not give us a try? : 


ISION TV 


OUTSIDE THE BOX 


CALL YOUR LOCAL CABLE/SATELLITE PROVIDER TODAY OR CALL 1-877-PRIDETV. 


HUMOUR @) 
Wilderlife 


By Mitchell Kreiver 


I've been known to pop into the local computer chatroom on occasion, and the other night 
was one of those nights where | went to bed as normal and then at about 2 a.m.., like someone 
turning on a switch, | was wide awake. So | clicked into the Calgary room, but | didn’t know 
anyone so | went about clicking all the profiles for pictures, and then surfed some of my 
favourite sites. 


Somewhere between Mercedes Benz and the African Wildlife Foundation, a young guy from 
Vancouver privated me. 


It started like most chats:“What are your stats?” “What do you do for fun?” And of course, 
the all-important, “What are you looking for?” Turns out he was having a sleepless night, too, 
and we ended up talking about a lot different things; biking, dating, exes, and eventually we got 
onto a favourite topic of mine: gorillas. 


Yes, gorillas. 


You see, | spent five years in Africa studying gorillas and chimpanzees, and it almost always 
comes up when someone asks what | do for work. Not that | currently study them, but having 
worked with them so closely, they are still a big part of my life. So we start talking about apes, 
and the usual question comes up, ‘Did you ever see a gay gorilla out there?” 


Honestly, | don’t know. 


There was that time when | saw two young male siblings mounting each other one day— 
which by definition was two male gorillas humping the hell out of each other—but | am not 
sure if they were gay, per se. 


| never saw it personally, but a colleague of mine who had been in the bush a little bit too 
long used to joke about a group of bachelor male gorillas in Rwanda that spent a lot of time 
together. They had the dubious nickname ‘the hairdresser group’ No offense to hairdressers 
of course,but if gorillas were willing, any decent stylist in this city could make a killing grooming 
one or two of them. 


Are they gay? Well, that’s a tough question to answer and this guy was really curious about 
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all this and started to ask all sorts of questions. 
Now, given that | spent most of my twenties in 
Africa watching animals, | think | warped his 

entire perception of the animal 
4 kingdom—right from Bambi on up to Flipper. 


# Basically as | told him, many of the same-sex 
4 S behaviours we see in humans we also see in 
)* other species and, in us as well as them, these 
"may very well serve an important social 
4 function. It’s hard to say what this function is 
’ exactly, but it does occur in a lot of mammals 


and birds. 


For example, once on safari, | saw two male 
baboons masturbating each other in plain 
daylight, right in front of all the tourists who 
were sitting there wide-eyed, thinking, “This 
can’t be real.” Well, it was real and | have the 
¢ Pictures to prove it. 


i “ge of And trust me, sit with enough chimpanzees 
No, actually, Pm a top Saget cha and eventually you are going to see two 
females wrapping their legs around each other screaming in 
ecstasy. I’ve seen that too. In fact, | probably have some latent 
emotional scarring from it. 


Another good example comes from Bonobos, our closest genetic relatives. They have what 
could politely be called, “highly diverse sexual behaviour” which includes the technically correct 
G-G (genital-to-genital) contact among females and even males rubbing scrota together. Some 
researchers suggest that Bonobos use these behaviours to resolve conflicts but regardless, 
same-sex individuals engage in erotic behaviour that is not aimed at reproduction. Mental note: 
stop resolving conflicts with exes. 


These same-sex behaviours have actually fascinated me for many years. 


| grew up ona farm and, surprise of all surprises, ! was an inquisitive little guy and the resident 
behaviouralist (not, ahem, voyeur). As far as atypical behaviours on the farm went, bulls 
humping steers was pretty common, which to me seemed like a whole lot of playground antics. 
And, really, why not? What with slaughter approaching and all... 


| had six pigs once, and oddly enough | noted that two of the boars spent a lot of time 
together. | later read while being driven to cub scouts this was called sexually indiscriminate 
mounting. Who knew? 


A trip to the local zoo taught me that geese engage in “supernormal clutching,’ where two 
females each contribute a full batch of eggs and they raise them together. Rather than think of 
them as Lesbionic Supergeese, though, | looked at it in terms of co-parenting. 


Once, driving up to Mt. Norquay with my parents and brother, we saw bighorn rams nuzzling 
and mounting each other. There | was, sitting in the back of the family station wagon pushing 
my glasses up and asking, “What are they doing?” 


“Son, he’s establishing dominance,” my father said, “nothing more than aggressosexual behav- 
iour”’ 


| believed that one all the way into puberty. 


And it was one summer afternoon while sitting in the grass watching the beavers at work in 
the nearby creek that | discovered hermaphroditism in snails. It’s true: imagine the excitement 
that afternoon running back to the house screaming, “Mom, you are not gonna believe this!” 
Turns out that snails can change sex practically at will. Neither ES 
Mom nor | had any clue. Mental note: thank parents for being so 
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patient in raising me. 


As | learned early on, same-sex behaviour must obviously serve 


some purpose. 


“Did you know,” | said to my chat buddy, “that bottlenosed dolphins, from about age ten 
onward, form a ‘pair bond’ with another male that they keep for the next fifteen years?” 


It’s true. 


Actually, technically, Flipper was a girl dolphin whose name was Suzy. This was probably good 
for the show because Flipper himself may have met another young dolphin male, and together 
they would have run away, their grey rubbery bodies glistening in the warm tropical waters, 
swimming around the Florida Keys to save Sandy and Bud from the constant danger there were 
in. Might make for a modern adaptation of the old series...(wait for it) Queer as Flipper? 


As | mentioned too, in my African travels | saw a lot of it. For instance, there is a warbler 
species where female pairs will adopt an entire nest and raise the young as their own. 
Apparently even female cheetahs have been known to look for lost cubs and raise them as co- 
parents. 


Fruit bats (how ironic) engage in an overt homosexual grooming, which when described 
makes any erotic story seem trite:“Two males, hanging belly-to-belly, each with an erect penis... one 
male then works his tongue over the entire body of the other male...” Sounds fun—except for the 
hanging upside down part. No offense to the sexual sadists on that one, just not my style. 


And, of course from my old ape research days, sitting with gorillas day after day, you would 
often see two same-sex individuals clearly showing a preference for each other. It’s normal in 
fact. If you look at Mt. Gorilla dynamics, the group is comprised of a single male with many 
females, and so it follows that you are going to see females spending more time with each other. 
And, because the stability of the group is dependent on one dominant male, all other males float 
around on the periphery of the group in what we call bachelor groups. 


The point here being that you see atypical sexual behaviour in all sorts of animals, and it is 
more common than most people think. 


LT JUST HOPE T DIONYT GivE IT TO cuRis... 
tL DON’T EvEN KNow How ‘ro TELL HIM... 
OR How HELL TAKE fT... 


OH, 
FROM THE DOCTOR. 


OBE 


BY 
GLEN HANSON 


and 


ALLAN NEUWIRTH 


Ar scoot, Sky 
CONFIDES His 
INOISCRETIONS 
To ANNIE... 


OKAY, SORRY. I WAS 
Tust TRYIN’ TO HELP 
ANNIE, MiNO YOUR own 
BUSINESS. THIS is BETWEEN 
ME AND SKY. 


HAD... 


UM...>SiGH< IT WAS THE YOGA 
WEEKEND IT WENT AWAY FOR... 
THERE WAS THIS GUY, AND HE 
KEPT PUTTIN’ THE MOVES ON ME- 
AND IT JUST HAPPENED. it 
DIDN'T MEAN ANYTHING. CHRis, 
YOu'VE GOTTA BELIEVE ME... 


pure? 


CHRIS, OMIGOD...T-- I DION‘T 
WANT You To FINO dutT LIKE 

THIS. © DIDN'T EVEN KNOW T 
qHaT... WHEN WE WERE 
TOGETHER LAST WEEK ~- 


SKY. ARE YOU ALRIGHT, 


Now the big caveat here is that it doesn’t mean that animals are gay and it doesn’t answer 
the question of gay gorillas. It is simply same-sex ‘bonding; and it is no different than two guys 
hanging out at the local pub on a Saturday night, and it’s no different than grandma and the ‘blue- 
rinse’ crowd playing bridge on a Saturday afternoon. It is quite simply two animals of the same 
sex interacting. 


This notion, of course, offends the sensibilities of many. All | will say to that is that the 
existence or non-existence of lesbian guinea pigs should have nothing to do with equal rights 
and the observance of things in the wild should lend more understanding and acceptance of 
our own behaviours. | don’t have any doubt in my mind that same-sex behaviour serves an 
important social function and | dare say that all of us would be lost without these sorts of inter- 
actions. 


So what do we make of all this? 


| don’t know, to be honest, but the next morning after my chat with this guy,| did one of my 
favourite Saturday morning things—l went to the pet store and | asked the clerk if they had any 
lesbian guinea pigs. 

“We don’t have any that do that,’ was her reply. Don’t be so sure.. W 


A gradute of Anthropology, Mitchell spent several years living and working 
in Africa. He now makes Calgary home where is a Risk Management Consultant. 
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ARE YOU READY? COME ON, 
LETS GO.... LETS GET 
SOAK’IN WET 


y 
A ff ride 
NITE CLUB “4 | — : The Pride Calgary Association 


11725b Jasper Ave 
Edmonton 


Grrea ay Wishes to thank all of our sponsors, volunteers and supporters for 


participating in Pride Week 2003. 


: August 3 | Special Thanks to CJSW, Fastforward magazine, Bacardi 


Canada, Labatts, Outlooks, Goliath's and Texas Lounge, Detour, 
Rockwood Dental, Bearback Calgary, Interactive Male, 
GayCalgary.com, Calgary Exhibition and Stampede, A Channel, 
1zo Bizo, and all the other contributors. 


Guns 
Supplied 


We look forward to seeing you next year. 


We also invite you to our AGM September 24, 2003 
(location to be announced) 
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Featuring: Mark Wolff, Ricky Valentta and Pablo Ruez these effects, Mark’s beautiful body is enough to ensure pleasure, a perfect example of ho 
Prototype magical solo jerk-off action can be. Throughout the duration of his world tour, Mark ranges} 
From: ManeWisit Video Running Time: 108 minutes from an ultra-ripped 190 Ibs. up to an incredible 215 Ibs. of rock hard muscle. Each scene 


from a different city shows just how much even just his naked torso can send shive 
eee eds wildcat z through every crowd he performs for. The fireworks on Copacabana Beach at a New Year's 
This incredible, solo muscle worship video was shot on location in twelve different — Eye party set the scene for Mark’s spectacular club show and private bedroom scene, but 
countries around the world and is a behind-the-scenes look at Mark Wolff's World Dance even the excitement they provide still can’t rival what this muscle god has to offer. 

Club Tour. It offers the viewer a never-before-seen glance at the life of one of the world’s 


This is a phenomenal travelogue, a video show with spectacular muscle worship and 
most photographed physique models. You can watch Mark jet into some of the world’s 


jerk-off entertainment all wrapped up in one fast-paced video package guaranteed to tease 


Nex sap Keo most exotic and exciting cities, including Paris, Rio de Janeiro, Istanbul, London, Madrid,LA., and please. From Vancouver, Mark Wolff has become a true international celebrity amongst 
© Video Productions Buenos Aires and more. muscle worshippers worldwide. 
In Prototype, you're invited to share some intimate moments with Mark in lavish hotel Visit www.markwolff.com and www.markwolffvideo.com for more informatio 
suites, dance clubs, on the set of his photo shoots and in sessions with other muscle hunks gy the performer and his videos. You may also write him at: 
for private wrestling matches. When he strips for a crowd of 3,000 at Rio’s LeBoy club, 
you'll feel as though you're in the audience with them, all waiting for the last piece of Mark Wolff 
clothing to be removed. This movie features five solo performances by Mark in different P.O. Box 34069, Dept. 238 
locations around the world. The camera follows him everywhere, including the shower as 
he strokes eight inches of thick manhood, in the bathtub ‘shtide his Nobed body and on Seattle, WA, 98124 U.S.A 
the bed lying down with two hands full. In addition, the video includes footage from the 
new video series Global Underground, which features two spectacular new models: Ricky | 1” RATING: 
Yalentta and Pablo Ruez. Ricky is a muscular 210 Ib, Argentinian and Pablo is a hot, young + OUT OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 
a vorcomer MUSIC: ek SET: tot kk 
Because of his DJ aspirations, Mark ties the whole production together with an BODIES: 4k tok STORY: t0ttkk 


electronic soundtrack and great travel video footage from each city. Even without any of 


ACTION SCENES: *# kw 


Sex cho Featuring: Derek Cameron, Jason McCain, Gregg Rockwell, Jon Ashe, Paul erection, and he sits stroking his large “condition” for all to see and enjoy. Sal tells the 

Psy Johnson, Ben Archer, Sal Corelli, Robert Harvey group that he always enjoys sex but gets scared just before the big moment and freaks out 

From: Arena Entertainment like he’s on acid. Paul then reveals that he can only enjoy sex in very public places and the 
Running Time: 130 minutes more there’s a chance of people seeing or watching, the more he gets turned on. 


As each one of these manly studs recounts his sexual experiences, the action gets 
Gorgeous young stud Derek Cameron is being stalked and he doesn’t know who the _ hotter and hotter. Strangely, for a married man with children, Dr. McCain seems far too 
aggressor is. He constantly goes to a San Francisco cruising area, searching for sex and —_ excited—especially since he is supposed to only counsel his patients! As more of the story 
always winds up having mental blackouts. During these strolls in the park, he fantasizes unfolds, each patient becomes more suspicious of the doctor’s motives for trying to help 
about a tall, dark handsome man in leather but always ends up making out with someone — them overcome their sexual disorders. In the surprise ending, everything comes out and 
else. In amongst the trees and shrubs, there’s no shortage of playmates and handsome, __ the real pervert is revealed, much to everyone's surprise. 
blond Derek can have his choice on any night. On one particular afternoon, he chooses a 


well-hung daddy to satisfy his desires, but all through the hot action he can only think of Review sponsored by Express Video, 

his fantasy stud in black leather. #202-11745 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, (780) 482-7480 
After their sexual encounter, the butch daddy leaves him naked in the park and Derek Email: exec.express@shaw.ca 

blacks out completely. When he awakens, he finds himself in the hospital with a psychoan- Available on DVD 


alyst trying to help him recall what happened. Dr. McCain tells Derek it’s a classic case of 
memory loss triggered by sexual desires. The good doctor then invites him to join his RATING: ouT OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 
therapy group of men with similar sexual problems. At this point, Derek is prepared to try 


anything and agrees to attend the next meeting. MUSIC: totetok Gapwewere 


In a regular group therapy, everyone sits in a circle and has to explain their own 
unique problem—just imagine four hot, young studs discussing their addictive sexual BODIES: 44k STORY: toto 


escapades! The session begins with Gregg explaining his problem is prolonged penile ACTION SCENES: *% 4k 
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ART WORK BOOKS CARDS 
CLOTHING FRAGRANCES 
GIFTS JEWELLERY 
MUSIC PRIDE ITEMS 
SEX AIDS SOUVENIRS 


/ | 
VIF TY 1148 DAVIE sT 


VANCOUVER BC 
1 877 429 6278 


GLCSA 


Gay & Lesbian Community Services Association 


gaymart.com 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


As you may be aware, Corey Wyness, the Executive Director of GLCSA, 
resigned suddenly at the end of April of this year. As the Board of Directors 
moved in to take over the continuing affairs of the organization, we discovered 
that a number of documents pertaining to the ongoing business of GLCSA were 
missing. Some of the missing documents comprise part of the financial records 
of the organization. We made several attempts to contact our former Executive 
Director in an effort to obtain his assistance in locating the missing documents, 
but to date we have had no response to our repeated requests for information. 


Given Mr. Wyness’s lack of response to our inquiries, we requested copies of 
pertinent documents from our bank. Some of the bank records revealed that 
unauthorized withdrawals from the GLCSA accounts had been made. The 
Calgary Police Service has been notified. The Board is currently considering 
pursuing the matter civilly, pending the results of the police investigation. 


As this matter is currently in the hands of the Calgary Police Service, we cannot 
comment any further at this time. We will update the membership as to the 
outcome of the police investigation once we have further information. 


During times of difficulty, the members and volunteers of GLCSA are even more 
valued. Your ongoing support is deeply appreciated and we thank you for 
your patience as we work through this issue. We can assure you that the 
organization is carrying on with business as usual and that your programs will 
continue as they have in the past. 


As we work to update our membership and volunteer lists, we encourage you 
to call or e-mail the office to verify your contact information or to renew your 
membership. Your continued support is greatly appreciated. 


Danielle Ladouceur 
President, GLCSA Board of Directors 


Please direct comments or questions to GLCSA (403) 234-8973 
www.glcsa.org 


al 
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ia by The Calgary Sun ‘Pig-Out' Contest 
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Lower Level 

720 - 11Ave S.W.” 
Calgary, Alberta; 
(403) 262-8966 


262 - 3683 


#80, 104 - §8 Avenue SE 
2 383 
2493 27 Atenue NE 
253-8. 


WWW.ORIENTALPHOENIX.COM 


Open for lunch & dinner 
Monday-Friday. 
Saturday | 

Dinner only 


DESPITE 


what you may have 
been led to believe, 


PIZZARIA & GREEK CUL- S1Z€ matters... 


SINE 


voted best pizza in Calgary 2002 the patio at 


811 17TH AVE SW 
228-9207 or 228-7808 


ci Come in to check out the new Dining Room! 


ad eng 


| fl Origi 


Original Jann! 


$2.50 Big Reck Every Day 


ENA ARIHE Delights 


Fully Licensed Cafe & Terrace 
Famous Brunch 
Weekends & Holidays 


Open 7 Days a Week & a 
e Arden Diner 
| 1112 17th Avenue S.W. 


Ph:(403) 263-1450 
Fax:(403)266-3329 j 
P (403) 228-2821 © 
i \? 4 
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OUTLOOKS CLASSIFIEDS 


100 - Employment 
office 101 
domestic 102 
trades 103 
service industry 104 
work wanted 105 
help wanted 106 
gardening services 107 
salespersons wanted 108 


retail salesperson 109 


200 - Real Estate 
homes and condos 
for sale 201 
homes, apartments, and 
condos for rent 202 
shared accommoda- 
tions 203 
accommodations 204 
accommodations 
wanted 205 
vacation rentals 206 
office space for rent 207 
Real Estate Agent 208 


300 - For Sale 
automobiles 301 
home furnishings 302 
antiques and artworks 
303 
computers 304 
general and miscella- 
neous 305 
garage sales 306 
pets 307 


400 - Personals 
massage 401 
friends 402 
models 403 
dating services 404 
announcements 405 
phone lines 406 
general 407 
health services 408 
personal services 409 
personal growth 410 
Escorts 41] 
Erotic Body Massage 412 


500 - 

Announcements 
birthdays 
anniversary 
obituary 
in. memoriam 
notices 
general 507 
lost & found 508 
services 509 


600 - Travel 
accommodations 601 
travel Alberta 602 
travel BC 603 
camping 604 
travel international 605 
general 606 


700- Business 
services 701 
business opportunity 702 
computer rental 703 


202 


homes for rent 


House, upper two bedroom in S.W. 
Calgary. 10 mins to D.T, Jacuzzi, Skylight, 
Dbl. Garage, Gay Preferred. Rent 
negotiable. Day (403) 246-2735 
Evening (403) 286-2196 
Cell (403) 889-7157 


Killarney two bedroom house with one 
bedroom suite. Five appliances, single car 
garage, great location. Close to all ameni- 
ties. N/S, No Pets. $1,200/mo. Available 
Sept. 1. (403) 217-6282. 


203 


shared accommodation 


Roommate wanted for September. Large 2 
bedroom apartment in downtown, Non- 
smoker, mature, clean, discreet. $420/month 
plus utilities. DD required. 

Call (403) 802-0121 


Calgary room available immediately (NE 
Rundle). Clean townhouse near LRT & 
shopping. $375/month utilities included + 
DD. Parking & internet also available. 

(403) 245-2580. 


N.W. House. Mature, quiet, non-smoker 
wanted to share. Close to DT, U of C, and 
SAIT. Large yard. $500 including utilities. 
Call (403) 282-0542. Leave message. 


BANKVIEW HOUSE with yard to share 
with GWM & Dog. On bus route, includes 

W/D, D/W and utilities. Must be responsible 
and working. $425 + D.D. Ref. req’d. Phone 
(403) 541-0020, leave message. 


Roommate wanted to share large modern 


204 


accommodation 


“Rooms and Suites in 
Downtown Calgary 
$40 - $100 per night 


11" Street 
Lodging 


Bed and Breakfast 


PREMIUM DOWNTOWN 
LOCATION 
UNBEATABLE RATES 
PROUDLY SERVING THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER 6 YEARS 


JOHN OR PETER 
(403) 209-0114 
P:// WWW. 11STREET.COM 
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WE'VE MOVED 
\NBOW PR) 


es RESOURCE CENTRE 


2nd Floor 
1229 - 16 Ave SW, Calgary 


Mon - Sat:11 am to 10 pm 
Sun & Holidays: 12 noon to 6 pm 


y Adult Videos and Toys 
v Lubes and Aromas 

vy Cards, Books, Magazines 
v Pride Jewelery and Gifts 


(403) 266-5685 
rpride@telus.net 


AROMAS 


Simply the Best 
Magnum 
3/$69.95 
Rochefort 
3/$59.95 


Octane 
3/$49.95 


GST, PST E POST BULGED 


In Toronto 418-688-7685 
outside the Toronto 
calling area 
1-808-868-8137 
OR SEND CERTIFIED CHEQUE OR 
MONEY ORDER TO: 


Aroma International 
Bax 82 
982 Church St. 


Toronto ON #44Y 263 


CANADIAN ORDERS ONLY 
RUSH DELIVERY ON ALL ORDERS 


Best Video and 
DVD for sale and 
rent! New releases 

and hard to find 

classics. Mail 
order too! 


EXPRESS VIDEO 


#202, 11745 Jasper Ave., Edmonton, 
AB TS5K ONS. 


Ph:780-482-7480. 


Professional Relaxation Naoeee ie, 
Male to Male 
by Appointment Only 
10 years experience 


Yogassage, Swedish, Shiatsu, Tantric, 3% 
Healing Hands 


Daniel (403) 510-7572 
://zaplin. com/maletomale 


Swedish Relaxation Massage 


In/out calls, male or female clients, private 
shower, hot oils, Unforgettable massage. Call 
Mike (403) 229-6885-Pager or 
www.calgary.masseur.com 


Edmonton 


MALE 27 Masseur. 
Muscular, tall, dark, 
handsome. In and out 


calls. 
Rock (780) 722-6095 


Massage, incalls $40/hour. 
Outcalls $60/hour (403) 230-3797 


MAN TO MAN Private Relaxational 


Massage by a college guy with great healing 
hands. New in town. In calls Hotels OK. 
Call Joe for Appointment. (403) 508-2641 


402 
friends 


wow STEPPING QUT cs 
DINNER & SOCIAL CLUB 
Single? 
Too busy to meet someone? 


Join us... 


Add your name to our mailing list. 


ph:(403) 802-6115 
e-mail: james@steppingout.ca 


suite in Bridgeland. Fully furnished. E-mail: exec.express@shaw.ca 
$400/month plus damage deposit. Utilities 
included, Close to LRT. 


Call Denis (403) 815-4189 


HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # 
Send your letter to: 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 


Mark on the OUTSIDE of the envelope the number you 
wish to reply to. Outlooks will forward to the advertiser. 


WE TAKE PRIDE IN BEING YOUR 
SOURCE FOR GAY PRODUCTS FOR 
24 YEARS. 2 


401 


German gay guy. 6°, 
160lbs. In good shape, not 
so much in the scene. 
Down to Earth, but 
romantic. Into music, 


Relaxing or Deep Tissue Massage 
Call Sean (403) 863-8461 


Buy, Sell or 
Trade 
Take outa 
classified ad in 


Outlooks 


Rent: VHS or DVD 
$4.00 each or 3 for $10.00 
All four night rentals 
Buy: DVDs - $29.95, buy one get one FREE 
VHS - All boxed originals as low as $7.95ea 


ADULT DEPOT 


OuTLEQKs 


ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING: 


theatre, sports, travel, 

outdoors and something 

more. Would like to find a 

friend in Canada. Please 

contact Gerd Danschke. Kevelohbusck 29A] 
45277 Essen, Germany 


Body Remedies Massage Clinic 
1011B-11 ave SW 
Help heal Body, Mind, & Spirit 


with a massage 


CHEQUES/MONEY ORDERS 


A variety of techniques and treatments. 
M/F thereapists Reg.&Lic, staff 
10:30-7:30 Mon-Sat 
walk-ins (403) 802-3744 


North ~ South 


3505 - 32 St. N.E. 626 - 58 Ave. S.E. 
(403) 264-7399 (403) 258-2777 
Online at www.adultdepotstore.com 


Wealthy mid-forties gay man. In good 
shape. Looking for young man 18-25 who 
wants to be treated royally. Must be cute and 
fun. Reply #0502 


August 22nd, 2003 


at the address on Page 4. 
All richie wevhi on our website at no extra cost. Please do not mail cash. 


Maa 


lub 
Op ams enRoute 


me URRENT DEADLINE: 


form and mail or fax it to Outl 


Please place my ad in Category # 
Please add the following headline to my ad 


($10.00 extra): First 25 Words: $20.00 
ee ee ae 
NAME: $10.00 
ee |e | | 
ADDRESS: ies | Headline: $10.00 
[are mee | Eas ede 
cm ne |e || $13.00 
PROVINCE/STATE: Border Around Ad:$15.00 
CODE: ADDITIONAL 25 WORDS (10.00 CHARGE) Reply Number Forwarding: 
Da on Eee <c] seer [cated] ete ea ee 
HOME PHONE: SUBTOTAL per month: 
tae, 9A ren | SG |e re 


3 issues: SUBTRACT 10% 
6 issues: SUBTRACT 15% 


PAYMENT OPTIONS: (circle one) 
CASH - CHEQUE - MONEY ORDER 


[wees | Sees (ass | a ae 


VISA - MASTERCARD - DINERS CLUB i ° 
CARD NUMBER: [eta [amines] [re | [> [ean ies Se 
EXPIRY DATE: ADD 7% GST: 
SIGNATURE: EEE seer) Fee a | | ena CT Sr 
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OUTLOOKS CLASSIFIEDS 


Country boy seeking LTR to share ranch, farm or 
tradesman lifestyle. I’m 53, active, fit and trim, semi-retired, 
construction handiman and draftsman, Enjoy gardening, 
hiking, canoeing and travel. Want a hairy guy with hearty 
sexual appetite; comfortable on construction sites, shoveling 
manure or hiking mountain passes. Reply #0603. 


YOU NEED A MASTER 
Experienced Roman-style slavery in the 21st century! 
Experienced Master, strong B/D interest, located near 
Vancouver, has opening for youthful live-in slave under 35 
who will accompany Master on North American and Overseas 
travels. Also accepting part-time visitors exploring future 
possibilities. No e-mail. reply #1011. 


404 
dating services 


GAY MALE SEX! 


Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us free! 
(403) 777-9494. Enter code 3200. 


We: are car of our 

ever-growing family of 

delighted gay and 

lesbian couples united at 

home in Canada, and _ 

one of the highest 

success rates with same 

sex couples. Canadas new immigration 
regulations make expert guidance even more 
important than ever. Avoid time delaying and 
costly mistakes by working closely with a 
former Canadian Immigration and 
Citizenship Officer and friendly staff. We offer 
a full range of Immigration and Citizenship 
services: visa extensions, work and study 
permits, family sponsorship, and 
independent applications. Let us be your 
personal guide, providing professional care 
from start to finish. 

We only work with clients who we feel 
have the best chance of success. 

Your staff are true professionals and always 
willing to help FT. 

Call us today to discuss your situation. 
FERREIRA-WELLS 
IMMIGRATION SERVICES 
538 St. Clair Ave. West, Toronto 
ON M6C 1A4 (at St Clair West subway) 
416-651-8889 
email: info@immigrationservices.ca 
www.immigrationservices.ca 
Director, Organization of Professional 
Immigration Consultants 


Looking for John from Saskatchewan 

You are 6’ tall, dyed blonde hair, ~25 years old, nice teeth, 
was wearing jeans and T-shirt, three or four necklaces. We 
met at the Alberta Rockies Gay Rodeo, Calgary June 29 (the 
last day). We were supposed to meet up at the ceremonies 
dinner but I missed you. I am the guy that asked you to take 
off your glasses so I could see your eyes. Contact me at 
john@logontothis.com and I'll see to it that you get to next 
year’s Rodeo. Anybody who knows John, pass this on to him, 
I'll make sure you come to the Rodeo too!... John, I'd love to 
see you again. 


Sexy, smooth-chested, muscular 
escort. Attention-getting good 
looks and hard in all the right places. 
Friendly, versatile, fantastic kisser 
and available for travel. 28 years old, 
6’, |75lbs, 42” chest, 32” waist, 15” 
arms, 7”X5S”, unbelievable butt! 
Buddy available. 
1-604-562-8716. 


412 


erotic body massage 


BEAR BODY WORK 
Stocky, beefy, 36 year-old with a hairy chest available 
for massage and more. In or outcalls and hotel service. 
Also have massage table. 
Call (604) 507-2689 or (778) 882-5077 


601 


travel accomodations 


Central Toronto comfort guest house. From $60 
single/double. Walk to all gay attractions, T.V., phone, 


private bath, patio, parking. 
Reservations call (416) 960-9788 
kevinn@attcanada.net 


Rental Suite - Vernon, B.C. Kalamalka Lake view 
Private furnished, cozy, clean. Ideal for 
single/double occupancy . $70 daily or $450 weekly 
Inquiries (250) 260-4485 
or email: wtwerry@shaw.ca 


602 


travel Alberta 


Northernlights B&B 
EDMONTON 
Swimming pool and Antique rooms 
TV/VCR (780) 483-1572 


www.nlightsbnb.com 


email nlight69@hotmail.com 


Calgary's Favorite Gay B & B 


www.thefoxwood.com 


Great House, 
Great Location, 
Great Hosts! 


1725 - 12 Street SW, Caigary AB 
Phone: (403) 244-6693 


rat D 


BED & BREAKFAST 


Proudly Supporting: 
ARGRA. Apollo, Calgary Men's Chorus, 
Pride Calgary and of course Outlooks 


702 
business opportunity 
For Sale 
Men’s Spa & Bath 
Hamilton, Ontario 
Established business with large client base. Very 
profitable. Call (905) 523-7636 (905) 308-4497 


a sora z ppb Tati he 
toll free 1-877-882-2011 
| toll free 1-877. 


ALBERTA 
CALGARY 
Community Groups 
Apollo Friends in Sports, GLBT................- 3000 
Buck Naked Boys Club 
Camp 181- Women’s Social Group 


Men's Project. 

Metropolitan Community Church 
Outlooks Millennium Community Foundation... 2 
PROG C AIG aN y Ae csyseve-nzv snes coretetegnteceaeren acess 2850 
Rocky Mountain Cruisers Car Club 

SHARP Foundation 

Speak Sebastian 

Stepping Out 

The Verge 


CALGARY 
Businesses 

11 St Lodging. 
Rainbow Destinations. 
Money-Pennies. 
Randy Harris, Clinical Social Worker........ 2448 
Calgary Eagle 


onference Centre at Country Gardens.. a yV i: 
eG, Councoiing Service 2442 


EDMONTON 


Community BIBUDS 
DI QIQILY :iioec<dedtersateeseeth ar ccaansaesapsceienageore peers (4 


-2860 
2047 
2042 
...2029 


Prime Timers of Edmonton.. 
The Edmonton Vocal Minority. 
Curling with pride. 


EDMONTON 


Businesses 
Gosimelics byAKaren ie vrerecc cress ecseqene saesces 


Wine Flys Bareee. serene seat ccs--seoeceeetat : 


LETHBRIDGE 
AIDS Connection Society..... 


MEDICINE HAT 
SOS for LesBiGay youth..........22.....c000000+ 2061 


PFLAG Medicine Hat. 
LGBT Society of Medicine Hat. 


Instructions: 

To access the Directory 

In Calgary Dial (403) 777-9499 

Outside Calgary Dial 1-877-882-2011 

¢ Press 1 on your touch-tone phone at the 
main menu prompt. 

¢ Enter the four-digit Xtension number. 
Instructions: 

To obtain an Xtension for your group: 

Call Outlooks at 228-1157 (Outside Calgary 
1-888-228-1157)We can also help you with 
any problems in changing your Xtension 
messages, reporting outdated Xtensions, 
or answering your questions. 


Gay Hockey Club 


Upcoming Events 


e Friday, August 08, 2003 
Registration (8:00 pm) 
Fountainhead Pub (1025 Davie St) 


e Friday, August 15, 2003 
First Season Skate (7:00 pm) 
UBC (Winter Sports Complex) 
7:30 pm - Beginner to Intermediate 
8:30 pm - Intermediate to Advance 


Visit our website for more info, 
or call 604-684-9872 (Ext 2081) 


www.thecuttingedges.com 
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12 Annual 


HIV/AIDS Walk, 


A Red Ribbon 
Event 


Sunday, September 21 
City Hall 
1 Sir Winston Churchill Square 


Dogs are Welcome! 


For more information or to get a brochure 
contact the Walk Office 


Phone: (780)488-5742 ext 223 


E-Mail: 


specialevents@hivedmonton.com 


Web site: 
www. hivedmonton.com 


In support of the HIV Network of Edmonton 
Society & Living Positive Edmonton Persons 
Living with HIV Society 


PRESENTING 


OR VISIT www.aidscalgary.org 


silicone toys for lesbians toys for boys 


XXX videos and DVDs _ everything you need in a rainbow 


littlesistersbookstore.com 


lesbian videos 


over 6,000 books for the LGBT community 
XXX magazine including bound and gagged 
shop with family in our gay owned and operated store 


Photography 
for all life styles! 
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PATRICIO DEL RIO 


LOCAL: RED RIBBON ROUTE EXTR MILE 
(DEA MACHINE* 
Kasi ine foes 


sie a ee “QD © sions 


amo EF vans of Mowtreat Ouriggxrs avenue 


SUPERPAGES” 
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Cruiseline is a division of Pink Triangle Press, a gay-operated not for profit company. For more information about Cruiseline, call our helpful 24-hour Customer Service at 1-877-882-2005 
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